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rJhc heavens 
declare the 
glory of Cjod; 
the skies proclaim 
the work of his 
hands... 
Leone and Morris Sider 
and their two grandchildren 
I t 's 2:00 a.m. and the phone is ringing. A familiar voice 
on the line asks for a ride to the hospital. But Leone Sider 's 
husband is away, and he has the car. Undaunted, she calls a 
neighbor and gets a ride to a f r iend 's home, borrows the 
f r iend 's car, and takes the caller to the hospital. Leone Sider 
is a special person. 
When she was growing up in her parents ' home, Leone 
was the one who located lost items, the one who knew where 
everything was. "I was nosey," she says. That "nosiness" 
translated into listening and learning, and she gained knowl-
edge of many things that serve her well in what her son-in-
law has identified as the gift of helping. Leone said, "I hadn ' t 
thought of it." She describes herself as "not much of a person 
to do big things on my own." 
When Helen ' s* rent exceeded her income, Leone helped 
her pay bills, provided transportation, and walked her 
through the bureaucracy to get financial assistance. She told 
Helen, "I ' l l go with you, stay with you, help you." (Doesn' t 
history record similar words spoken by a stranger in 
Galilee?) Helen is now doing well. Leone did not just invite 
her to church; she helped her. One day Helen confided, "You 
know, when I was young, I went to the altar and gave my 
heart to the Lord." With a second- or third- grade education, 
Helen raised five children on wel-
fare. All five have jobs and families 
now. She accepted Leone 's help 
without ever taking advantage of 
the helper. Helen is one of many 
whom Leone has walked beside 
and lovingly served. 
Lori* was a victim of neglect 
and abuse by the system, but her 
determination took her on a walk to 
*Not the person's real name. 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
SPECIAL NOTE 
Articles about 




are in vited. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
the next state for needed surgery. Leone helped Lori get a 
job. She helped and sometimes was rebuffed. But that is the 
way of loving service. 
That service takes other forms. Leone took special train-
ing and now works as a counselor with Capital Area Preg-
nancy Center, where 60 to 70 people are seen per month, 
with follow-up on each one. The hard part, says Leone, is 
handling such decisions as where to get help; confidentiality 
is important. 
Leone has served the Hunger Task Force at Grantham 
Church in many areas: food bank; letters to Congress; gro-
cery bags; letters for the Women, Infants, and Children pro-
gram of coupons for food; and the World Hunger Fund. She 
has also served the church on its Peace and Social Justice 
Committee, and as a Pioneer Girls ' guide for ten years. 
It 's easy to understand why Leone 's husband Morris says, 
when he calls home and the line is busy, "I know what she 's 
doing—talking to someone (who needs help)." 
When Leone was recognized at General Conference one 
year for her service, she was so surprised she could hardly 
walk to the platform. But others remembered her long hours 
of transcribing tapes of interviews conducted by her husband 
for books he has authored. Some Canadians recalled nights 
at the Siders' home, "The Cana-
dian Motel" in Grantham. Com-
mittee members in the Allegheny 
Conference had enjoyed refresh-
ments prepared by Leone when 
her husband was Conference 
Secretary. Her reputation for hos-
pitality is widely known. When 
asked, Leone replied that some 
of her favorite dishes to serve are 
roast beef, fruit pies, and trifle. 
The stories and the service go 
on. Leone Sider sees herself as 
an advocate for people who 
could be lost in the system. She 
is their special voice. 
Beth Frey, before her death, had 
planned to write a "Special People " 
article on Leone Sider. Beth's sister 
Ruth Smith implemented her plan. The 
article was written by Ruth Bert of 
Boiling Springs, Pa. 
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Ed Kessler pastors the 
Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church in Millers-
burg, Pa. He owns three 
telescopes and has built a 
small observatory in his 
back yard. 
A i s I focused the electron microscope 
on the tiny, a lmost invisible moss spores, 
my mind was enthral led with their s imple 
beauty and intricate structure. S o m e w h e r e 
f r o m the in f luences of the past a verse 
in terrupted m y contempla t ion : "The heav-
ens declare the glory of God ; the skies pro-
c la im the work of his hands" (Psa lm 19:1). 
T h e verse d idn ' t actually fit the specif ic 
context of my exper ience with the electron 
microscope , but it does provide the general 
f r a m e w o r k fo r the exper ience that I had 
with G o d that day. G o d ' s works were pro-
c la iming h im. I left the Penn State Univer -
sity lab with a new appreciat ion for the 
beauty of creat ion and fo r the greatness of 
the Creator , m u c h to the surprise of m y 
supervis ing professor . 
I was a new Chris t ian and God was 
using my love for sc ience and my pleasure 
in explor ing the natural wor ld to d raw m e 
to himself . I began to recall the wi ld f lower 
p i lgr images I had made to the S m o k y 
Mounta ins , and as 1 r e m e m b e r e d the del ica-
cy of the f lowers , 1 thought of the beauty of 
the O n e w h o m a d e them. I thought about 
the b i rdwatch ing j aun t s 1 had m a d e as a 
teenager , recal l ing the w o n d e r of f l ight and 
the variety in the species that could fly. 
"They will soar on wings like eag les" (Isa-
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iah 40 :31) c a m e to m y m i n d as the golden 
eagle I had seen at H a w k Moun ta in when I 
was s ix teen f l e w over the m o u n t a i n t o p in 
my memory . A s I looked to the g round and 
I f o u n d quar tz i te , foss i ls , and o ther minera ls 
and gems , it migh t be said that I f o u n d G o d 
first w h e n I rol led over a s tone. 
N o w that I a m a pastor , the natural wor ld 
con t inues to enthral l me , and the Lord is 
constant ly be fo re m y eyes as I explore . 
Howeve r , I mourn wha t I perce ive as the 
Chr i s t i an ' s fear of sc ience. M y studies in 
sc ience h a v e led m e to be l ieve in the Lord . 
We need not f ea r sc ience; rather, we need to 
re jo ice in our ordered wor ld and in our abil-
ity to d i scover and theor ize about it. This 
does no t m e a n we should take every theory 
fo r granted , nor be l ieve every th ing a scien-
tist says. It is t ime fo r Chr is t ians to encour-
age our chi ldren, if they have such a 
propensi ty , to b e c o m e Chris t ian biologists , 
chemis ts , geologis ts , physic is ts , and 
as t ronomers . T h e great scientists of the 
past , l ike Gal i leo and N e w t o n , wres t led 
with their sc ient i f ic observa t ions not only to 
d i scover truth about our wor ld , but to f i t 
them into a Chr is t ian wor ld view. W h a t 
they o f ten d i scovered w a s that the "or tho-
d o x y " of the day w a s na r row and not bibli-
cal, and the church w a s c losed to scient if ic 
truth. W h e n we c lose our m inds to truth, we 
c lose our m i n d s to God . We need not f ea r 
sc ient i f ic d i scovery ; it has a lways po in ted 
to God . W h a t w e should con f ron t is sc ience 
poor ly done , and sc ience f o u n d e d on pre-
suppos i t ions and " f a i th" that is masquerad -
ed as sc ience. 
Wi th that bit of s e rmoniz ing comple ted , 
the pu rpose of this art icle is s imple . S e v e r a l " 
years ago I bough t a te lescope, and turned 
my eyes to the "heavens . " Aga in I d iscov-
ered the marve l s of G o d ' s creat ion, but as I 
tu rned to the Bible to research what it says 
about the h e a v e n s and wha t the heavens say 
about God , I f o u n d m a n y texts that I had 
not heard m e n t i o n e d in se rmons , lessons, or 
o ther art icles. I wan t to e labora te on them 
here, and answer the ques t ion , " H o w do the 
heavens dec la re the g lory of G o d ? " 
I. By being the works of his hand. 
In Genes i s 1:1 w e are told that "in the 
beg inn ing G o d crea ted the heavens and the 
ear th ." La te r it is said that G o d m a d e the 
t w o great l ights, one to govern the day and 
one to govern the night (verses 16-18). 
F r o m the outset of revela t ion it is m a d e 
plain that all of the subjects of as t ronomy 
are part of the marve l that God has made . 
F r o m the ghost ly nebulae around some of 
the stars in the Pleiades to the newly dis-
covered "p lane t" orbi t ing the large star 
Bete lgeuse in the constel la t ion of Orion, to 
the ruddy cloud belts of Jupiter, there is 
nothing in the heavens which God did not 
plan or fo rm. A n d God said that it was 
good. W h e n I turn my te lescope to Jupiter, 1 
have to agree. 
We are told in Deu te ronomy that to the 
Lord be long the heavens , even the highest 
heavens , the earth and everyth ing in it 
(10:14). No t only is G o d the creator; he is 
the owner . Turn ing m y te lescope f r o m 
Jupi ter to the center of the Mi lky Way, our 
o w n galaxy " h o m e , " and seeing the mil-
l ions of stars that make u p a sort of star-
c loud, I think "wha t a piece of real es ta te!" 
All that we can see when we look up on a 
c lear night , all that the H u b b l e te lescope 
can resolve, and all that the Gal i leo space 
probe can detect is deeded to God . 
T h e Lord is not jus t a holder of a large 
por t fol io of real estate, he controls it. He set 
it in mot ion; he keeps it in mot ion ; he does 
whatever he pleases with it. T h e recent 
Shoemaker -Levy comet that c rashed onto 
Jupi ter was not an out-of-control celestial 
mishap, because it was in the sphere of 
G o d ' s s trong arm. ( "The Lord does whatev-
er p leases him, in the heavens and on the 
earth, in the seas and all their dep ths" Psa lm 
135:6.) So the initial conclus ion d rawn 
f r o m the eyepiece of my te lescope is a larg-
er unders tanding of G o d ' s creat ion and 
^ o v e r e i g n t y . 
II. By their vastness. 
Recent ly I dec ided to f ind the red vari-
able star T Lyrae in the constel la t ion of 
Lyra. S o m e stars are orange, yellow, white , 
or blue, and they are easy to observe . But to 
f ind a ruby red star, an as t ronomer must 
seek the fa inter stars that vary in br ightness . 
These are of ten a chal lenge to center in a 
te lescope. You might compare it to be ing in 
eastern Pennsy lvania and looking for a peri-
od on a printed page in Ohio . As I searched, 
I f o u n d cluster af ter cluster of stars, double 
stars, tr iple stars, double -double stars, and 
more stars. Finally, my pat ience was 
rewarded as I p icked up T Lyrae, and it was 
indeed ruby red in a star f ie ld of blues and 
yel lows. 
T h e impress ion a person receives when 




















"Lift your eyes 
and look to the 
heavens: Who 
created all 
these? He who 
brings out the 
starry host one 
by one, and 
calls them each 
by name. 




one of them 
is missing." 
looking through the telescope for the first 
t ime is one of wonder and of lostness. The 
heavens are so vast that astronomers have 
created new distance units to describe them. 
To make it simple, let me say we are talking 
millions and millions and millions of miles. 
But that should not surprise us. In Jeremiah 
31:37 we are told that the Lord says: "Only 
if the heavens above can be measured and 
the foundat ions of the earth below be 
searched out will I reject all the descendants 
of Israel because of all they have done." 
The heavens really can ' t be measured; we 
can ' t f ind the end of them. And as I 
searched for T Lyrae, the nature of God ' s 
fa i thfulness came to mind. Just as we can-
not measure the heavens, neither can we 
measure God ' s fai thfulness to his people. 
"For as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his love for those who fear 
h im" (Psalm 103:11). 
Logically, the Creator is greater than his 
creation. Solomon recognized this when he 
said in his prayer, "But will God really 
dwell on earth? The heavens, even the high-
est heaven, cannot contain you. How much 
less this temple I have built!" (1 Kings 
8:27). To put this truth into perspective, 
consider some measurements . The earth is 
7,900 miles in diameter, and takes a 93 mil-
lion mile trip around the sun each year. Our 
sun, a relatively mediocre star, is 800,000 
miles in diameter and weighs 2 billion bil-
lion billion tons. On the surface, our sun is 
10,000 degrees in temperature. Other stars, 
like Rigel in Orion, however, are 50,000 
t imes more luminous. This is the expanse 
that cannot contain God! 
So the heavens are vast. God is "vaster." 
Look high in the east on a summer night 
and find the Milky Way through binoculars. 
See the uncountable numbers of stars, and 
remember that God is greater than all that 
you see. 
ill. By their multitude. 
Astronomers estimate that in our Milky 
Way alone there are 100 billion stars, give or 
take a few. Many people know that. What is 
not generally known is that our Milky Way 
is only one of an estimated tens of millions 
of galaxies, each probably having at least as 
many stars as the Milky Way. We can see 
one of these other galaxies, the Andromeda 
Galaxy, if we look northeast early on a sum-
mer night. The Andromeda Galaxy is visible 
to the unaided eye as a cloud-type patch of 
sky in the surrounding stars. Through a 
small telescope one can see its bright core 
and a hint of is spiral structure. This "c loud" 
is actually the stars that make up the galaxy. 
They are so far f rom us that they look like 
dust except in the largest telescopes. The 
Milky Way Galaxy would look something 
like this if we were to view it f rom a vantage 
point f rom outside of it. The Andromeda 
Galaxy is the nearest galaxy to the Milky 
Way; however, through a telescope one can 
find two smaller "companion" galaxies in 
the same region of Andromeda. Three galax-
ies each consisting of billions upon billions 
of stars. But suppose we swing our telescope 
to the constellation of Virgo to the south. 
There, in my 12-inch telescope, I can find a 
cluster of such galaxies. I don ' t want to 
sound like Carl Sagan, but just in viewing 
these several galaxies, one will be seeing 
billions and billions and billions and billions 
of stars. There is quite a number of stars out 
there. (Sagan, by the way, fuses cosmology 
with science and creates religion, an exam-
ple of science poorly done.) 
The multitude of stars teach us something 
about God. Isaiah writes in 40:26, "Lif t your 
eyes and look to the heavens: W h o created 
all these? He who brings out the starry host 
one by one, and calls them each by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty 
strength, not one of them is missing." God 
P o n t i u s ' 
P u d d l e 
W E CREATURES VIEW CREATION LIKE A 
rAOV/lE. W E PAV C.LOSET A T T E N T I O N 
T O THE ACTION, T H E ROMANCE, 
T H E P A N O R A N U C S P E C T A C L E — 
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crea ted all the stars. G o d br ings them out 
one by one. G o d calls each by name . G o d 
holds it all toge ther th rough his p o w e r and 
s t rength. 1 hope by now you are get t ing the 
picture I want you to see. S imply by their 
mul t i tude , the heavens proc la im the great-
ness of God . 
IV. By their natural beauty. 
Paul wri tes about the sp lendor of the 
heavens in 1 Cor in th ians 15:40-41: "The re 
are a lso heavenly bod ies and there are 
ear thly bodies ; but the sp lendor of the heav-
enly bod ies is one k ind, and the sp lendor of 
the ear th ly bodies is another . T h e sun has 
o n e k ind of splendor , the m o o n another and 
the stars another ; and star d i f fers f r o m star 
in splendor ." T h e Greek word t ranslated 
" s p l e n d o r " here is the s a m e word o f ten 
t ransla ted "glory." On a s ingle night out 
wi th m y te lescope , these "g lor ies" poin t to 
the glory of G o d h imsel f . W h e n I give 
s o m e o n e a look at Sa tu rn ' s r ings, Jupi te r ' s 
s to rmy a tmosphere , a g lobular c luster of 
stars (which looks l ike s o m e o n e fired a 
sho tgun into a p iece of paper and is sh in ing 
a f lashl ight beh ind it), or the pa le b lue dot "" 
of U r a n u s th rough my te lescope, the usual 
r e sponse is a p r o f o u n d " W o w ! " Proper ly 
unders tood , the " w o w " be longs to God . It is 
his glory, or his splendor , that is re f lec ted in 
the heavens . 
T h e diversi ty of the heavenly bodies a lso 
poin ts to G o d ' s splendor . There is the Ring 
N e b u l a in the conste l la t ion Lyra that looks 
like a doughnu t in the sky. There are spiral 
galaxies , w i spy co lor fu l nebulae , br ight 
s tar-clusters , and doub le stars. I have a col-
lect ion of c o m p u t e r images taken by the 
H u b b l e te lescope and by the Ang lo -Aus -
tral ian te lescope. These te lescopes are so 
large that they can resolve the colors of neb-
ulae and the planets , and the colors are awe-
inspir ing. Thus , not only does the beauty of 
the earth show G o d ' s creativity, imagina-
t ion, and personal beauty. T h e heavenly 
sp lendors do as well . 
r 
V. By the natural laws that govern them. 
I have several a s t ronomy p r o g r a m s on 
m y compute r . O n e of t hem can c o m p u t e the 
star loca t ions in the sky any year f r o m 4 7 1 3 
B.C. to 10,000 A .D . with fair ly reasonable 
accuracy. Whi l e the stars are themse lves 
m o v i n g in re la t ionship to the earth, they are 
so fa r away that their m o v e m e n t is inconse-
quent ia l except fo r the mos t d e m a n d i n g of 
scientif ic research. Societ ies, both ancient 
and modern , have computed their ca lendars 
based on the regulari ty and predictabil i ty of 
the heavens . T h e stars in the sky can guide 
you across an ocean, or tell you that the 
t ime is r ight for plant ing, or indicate wha t 
season of the year it is. T h e m o v e m e n t of 
the stars is so predic table that I can tell you 
the approximate t ime of the evening s imply 
by looking to zenith (the point directly 
above m y head in the sky) and not ing what 
constel la t ion or star is there. A n d af ter a 
f ew years of do ing backyard as t ronomy, the 
conste l la t ions and the planets seem like old 
f r i ends coming h o m e f r o m a long jou rney 
as they progress in their celestial move-
ment , and again b e c o m e visible in the sky. 
G o d ques t ioned Job this way: " D o you 
know the laws of the heavens? C a n you set 
up G o d ' s domin ion over the ea r th?" (Job 
38:33) . G o d ' s creat ion fo l lows his rules, his 
laws. G o d set them in mot ion and he 
ordains their courses . These regular paths 
point to the order l iness of God, his wi sdom, 
his power, and his provident ial care of the 
creat ion. 
t 
VI. By being an instrument 
through which God speaks. 
All of us at one t ime or another have 
encounte red astrologers w h o make fantast ic 
predic t ions about a person or about the 
wor ld by looking at the stars. God explicit ly 
fo rbade the Israeli tes f r o m involving them-
selves in such pract ices. Our fu tures and our 
dest inies are not wri t ten in the stars. 
Dur ing some unique and intr iguing 
instances, however , messages have been 
writ ten in the stars. At the risk of sounding 
unor thodox , I call these instances "God ly 
astrology." "Af ter Jesus was born in Bethle-
h e m in Judea , dur ing the t ime of King 
Herod , Mag i f r o m the east c a m e to 
Jerusa lem and asked, ' W h e r e is the one 
w h o has been born king of the Jews? We 
saw his star in the east and have c o m e to 
worsh ip him... . ' Af t e r they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it s topped over the place where 
the chi ld was . W h e n they saw the star, they 
were ove r joyed" (Mat thew 2:1-2, 9-10) . 
There have been many g u e s s e s — s o m e edu-
cated, some n o t — a s to what was happen ing 
in the sky on the night when G o d ' s Son 
c a m e to earth. S o m e say that the "s tar" of 
Be th lehem was a comet , a nova, or some 
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other "na tura l " phenomena , whi le others 
say that G o d put a new "s tar" in the sky for 
that impor tan t occas ion. Wha teve r the 
answer , one thing is clear. T h e heavens 
spoke of the birth of the Savior, so well as 
to lead some early "a s t ronomers" with their 
eyes in the sky to the place where the 
infant Chris t was laid. 
Dur ing the "day of the Lord , " the t ime 
when Jesus will return to earth, the skies 
will also speak. "There will be signs in the 
sun, m o o n and stars. On the earth, nat ions 
will be in anguish and perplexi ty at the 
roar ing and tossing of the sea" (Luke 
21:25) . So at the first advent of the Lord , 
the skies p roc la imed his birth, and at the 
second advent , they will also point to his 
return. It s eems right to conc lude that these 
verses indicate that the celestial bodies are 
at t imes a means for more than mere natu-
ral revelat ion. 
There are many warn ings for people not 
to worsh ip the celestial bodies . A rather 
g r u e s o m e text in Je remiah serves as an 
example . "At that t ime, declares the Lord , 
the bones of the kings and off ic ia ls of 
Judah , the bones of the priests and 
prophets , and the bones of the peop le of 
Je rusa lem will be r e m o v e d f r o m their 
graves . They will be exposed to the sun 
and the m o o n and all the stars of the 
heavens , which they have loved and 
served and which they have fo l l owed 
and consul ted and worsh ipped . They will 
not be gathered up or bur ied, but will be 
like re fuse lying on the g r o u n d " (Jeremi-
ah 8:1-2). The heavens were not mean t 
to be worsh iped . Natural is ts and scien-
tists of the secular sort tend to worsh ip 
the creat ion instead of the creator. This 
is unders tandable but sad because the 
natural wor ld , including the heavens , is 
complex , mys t i fy ing , and glor ious in its 
o w n right; but the heavens , as all of 
creat ion, are transitory. Accord ing to 
mos t as t ronomers , s o m e stars are burn-
ing out and others are jus t s tart ing to 
flare. S o m e of the nebulae are ei ther 
remnants of stars or are s ta r -making 
regions in the sky. Thus , it is only G o d 
w h o never changes , and only G o d 
w h o is wor thy of our worship . 
There will be a n e w heaven with a 
new earth w h e n Jesus es tabl ishes his 
k ingdom in the fu ture . Unti l then the 
celestial r ea lms will p roc la im G o d ' s 
glory. It is repor ted that A b r a h a m Lincoln 
once said that when one looks down , it is 
easier to be an agnost ic or an atheist , but 
when one looks up, one cannot he lp but 
bel ieve. A b e may not have looked closely 
enough at the earth and all that it conta ins , 
because that too proc la ims G o d ' s glory. But 
he was right that the heavens can point a 
person to God . 
Look ing up is a good idea fo r Chr is t ians 
because the heavens port ray the greatness of 
their Lord. T h o m a s Ch i sho lm, w h o wrote 
the h y m n "Grea t is T h y Fa i th fu lness , " 
unders tood this when in the second verse of 
the song he wrote , " S u m m e r and winter , and 
spr ing- t ime and harvest , sun, moon , and 
stars in their courses above jo in with all 
nature in mani fo ld wi tness to thy great fa i th-
fu lness , mercy, and love ." 
John Peterson knew it as well as he 
penned "All Glory To Jesus, Begot ten of 
G o d . " He wrote, " to think that the guardian 
of planets in space, the shepherd of the stars, 
is tenderly leading the church of his love, by 
hands with c r imson scars ." 
L o o k to the heavens and, with them, 
declare the glory of God . 
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Joey 
by Walter J. Kelly 
and Gerry came f rom the same Lebanese town and were 
friends. Gerry had been Marlon ' s best man at his wed-
ding. 
Many times there were just the three of us. 1 believe 
those visits were very significant for Marlon. We would 
hold hands and pray, and then leave our friend, who was 
slowly sliding into eternity. Marlon and I were becoming 
friends and he insisted that I visit him at his farm. Gerry 
died on November 10, 1994. 
Marlon and June raise thoroughbred race horses and their farm is northeast of Toronto. It was a cold, grey winter day in late February when I first vis-
ited. I will never forget the smiles, the joy, and the fun I had 
as Marlon and June showed me around. The mares were in 
foal and anxiously waiting. Some of the other horses were 
outside in the paddock. Others were being exercised in the 
arena. Across the road was another barn housing more. 
Marlon was a great tour guide. 
I found out that he knew people in the Heise Hill Breth-
ren in Christ Church and was p leased that "Reverend 
Kelly," as he called me, enjoyed the barn. I explained that 
I learned how to work and stay at a job while working on 
the Bennett Farm. I could tell he was impressed—perhaps 
this was no ordinary "Rev." 
He's beautiful, and look at those legs. He'll go places, no doubt about it," I said. With a big smile Marlon repl ied, "And he ' s got a winner ' s att i tude." We 
crawled through the fence, leaving the thoroughbred colt 
with his mother, Vicki, and went to see how Joey was 
doing...but I ' m ahead of myself and need to start at the 
beginning. 
Lynda and I had just arrived in Banff . Alberta, to cele-
brate our 25th wedding anniversary, when we noticed that 
the phone message light in our hotel room was flashing. 
Immediately we thought something had happened at home. 
We were right. My fr iend and family physician, Dr. Gerry 
Alexander, was in a Hamilton hospital with a brain tumor. 
He wanted to see me and his family wanted us to pray. We 
did, a lot. What else could we do? 
Our personal t ime together in Banff became occupied 
with our concern and love for a man several thousand 
miles away who had been our fr iend since Easter of 1975. 
He was a doctor who had made a difference in the city of 
Wel land—in the lives of thousands of people, especially 
as thmat ics—and was a leader in the Lebanese communi-
ty-
By the time we got home to Toronto, he was recuperat-
ing f rom surgery and would soon be home. I began mak-
ing weekly trips f rom Toronto to Welland. I was one of 
approximately twenty persons who were allowed to visit 
him. 
During these visits, we talked about our families, the 
fun we had together, and of course the issue of our faith 
and death. I believe I was used of God to help Gerry find 
peace with God. On many occasions, Marlon was there. He 
Marlon and Joey. 
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Walter Kelly and "The Rev." (Vicki in the background). 
O 
With a grateful heart I returned to Toronto, thanking 
God for this "oasis" where I could get away f rom the cares 
and stresses of pastoral work in the big city. I had no idea 
of the new world to which Marlon and June would intro-
duce me in the months ahead. 
I could hardly wait for Lynda to get home that evening 
so I could tell her my story. She agreed to go with me 
sometime to visit Marlon and June and to see the horses. 
A few weeks later, as spring was beginning to break, 
Lynda and I made a trip out to the farm. Since Lynda grew 
up on a dairy farm, she was not a "city" girl going to the 
farm to broaden her education. Again, Marlon was ecstat-
ic that we were there. Lynda got the tour. 
However, today there was a problem. We were informed 
that Joey, the fa rm 's stallion, was ill. Thousands of dollars 
had been spent to no avail. Marlon opened Joey's box stall 
door and with sadness in his voice said, "Look at him. I 
want you to pray for him. Reverend." 
Now this horse was sick. You could see every rib; his 
head hung low; he restlessly changed position of his back 
legs; and his eyes were glassy. I 'm no veterinarian, but I 
could see Joey was sick. 
Wha t else could I do? Marlon stood back. I placed my 
two hands on Joey ' s snout and began praying. I don ' t 
remember all that I said, but I do remember praying, "God, 
you have wonderful ly created the natural world and all 
that 's in it. Your Word says that you know when a sparrow 
falls. You know that Marlon has done all he can do. This 
stallion is sick and we believe you can make him well." 
Then my prayer was interrupted by Marlon saying, "Pray 
for June, too." So I did! 
These were two firsts for me! I had never prayed for the 
health of a thoroughbred stallion before, and I had never 
been interrupted and told what to pray. My faith was being 
stretched. Marlon was pushing me. What would God do? 
n a Sunday night about two weeks later, I 
Ireceived a phone call f rom Marlon. "Joey 's 
wel l . Your p rayers were a n s w e r e d . Rev-
erend." 
I said, "Marlon, you re just trying to make me 
feel good." 
"No, it 's true. He 's well." 
Then Marlon said, "Didn ' t Jesus have a disciple 
who couldn't believe?" Marlon had recognized my 
own disbelief. Then he added, "By the way, Joey's 
first offspring won a race today at Woodbine." I 
could tell Marlon was smiling. 
On Thursday, April 6, 1995, I was out at the 
farm to see Joey. He was healed! Marlon brought 
him out of his stall. "He 's tall," I said. 
Mar lon gr inned. Joey snorted at the mares , his tail 
swished, his eyes were clear, and as I petted him, he stood 
still. I could stand under his head. 
"I told you he 's better!" Marlon was grinning f rom ear 
to ear. 
The next Sunday was Palm Sunday. We praised the Lord 
in the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church for Joey. God 
was teaching me, and I believe some others, some lessons 
of faith. 
On Easter Sunday night, Marlon phoned me again. After 
asking how we were and wishing us a Happy Easter, he 
said, "Walter, one of our mares gave birth to a colt on Good 
Friday. We were wondering if we could name it after you." 
"Marlon, that would be fantastic," I replied. His regis-
tered name is "The Reverend Kelly." His barn name is sim-
ply "The Rev." 
The next week I was out giving "The Rev." my blessing. 
He 's a year and a half now and will begin his racing career 
when he 's three years old. 
Marlon and June have been out to many of the special 
celebration services here at Bridlewood. At invitation time 
on Friend Day, May 5, 1996, Marlon lifted his hand to 
make a commitment to Christ and after service he asked for 
a Bible. 
Yes, "The Rev." is a beauty and might one day be a win-
ner. But what has happened in the lives of June and Marlon 
is far more significant. God 's touch on their sick stallion 
was the answer to prayer that has changed their lives for-
ever. 
P S . This spring, af ter all of the mares gave birth to 
strong and healthy foals . Joey died. Cancer had spread 
through his whole body. Mar lon and J u n e ' s fai th in a 
prayer-answering God is strong and sure. "Whatever you 
do, do it all for the glory of God." 
Walter Kelly is pastor of the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ 
Church, Agincourt, Ont. 
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by Ray M. Zercher 
In the early years, several "Katies" were prominent. Katie 
Brenneman might have been one of the two who first proposed 
the home. Katie Smith, a daughter of S.R. Smith, helped with the 
gathering of supplies to equip the home. Catie Ann Myers and 
her husband, John, were the first supervisors of the home. And 
Katie Garman with her husband, Henry, provided extended peri-
ods of supervision. Their dedication was crucial to the home's 
survival during stressful years. 
Several men—John H. Myers, Jr., Henry Garman, S.R. 
Smith, Samuel E. Brehm, Amos B. Musser and T. Avery Long— 
were prominent in the home ' s founding and development. 
Smith's "fingerprints" were left especially on legal documents. 
Brehm served as the first president. Musser, with his wife, Annie, 
provided business acumen as well as some direct supervision. 
Long, and his wife, Mary Jane, helped in promotion and super-
vision. 
From the beginning, although not officially supported by the 
church, the founders were strongly attached to the denomination. 
In fact, their first proposal included not only a home for the 
needy but, first and foremost, a church program. Because most 
of the founders were members of the church, the worship pro-
gram was shaped by Brethren in Christ Church practices of the 
time. 
gjfc From the beginning, before it officially committed 
t " itself to that task, the church was seen as the primary 
j f ' source of support. The Board of Managers did not hes-
itate to call for financial assistance in the church paper. 
When, after three years, the board made formal application 
for church sponsorship, General Conference granted their 
request. The leadership of S.R. Smith was also crucial in the 
incorporation of the Brethren in Christ Church, meeting at the 
home. Thus was deepened a denominational imprint that has 
marked the course of the home ever since. 
However, although officially committed to home support, 
the church was slow in accepting this "encumbrance," as some 
called it. To a shrewd and practical church membership, most of 
whom knew little about institutional management, the very idea 
of such a home was new and untried. As a result, financial hard-
ship characterized the life of the home for several decades. 
Indeed, so consistent were these problems and so precarious 
the financial status of the home that they threatened complete 
severance of ties in 1916. Citing a legal technicality, some mem-
bers of the General Conference attempted to repudiate respon-
sibility for the home. However, at the next annual Conference, 
the legal bond was reaffirmed, along with generous commit-
ments to financial support. 
During the entire history of the home, probably no finger-
prints were embedded more consistently and deeply than those 
of Henry K. Kreider. Time after time, his quiet leadership was 
crucial in behalf of the home. By his selfless service to both 
home and church—as a member of the managing board from 
1900 to 1947, its chairman for 31 of those years—Kreider set a 
model for all who aspired to faithful discipleship. 
continued on page 12 
During A CELEBRATION of the Messiah Village centennial in April, former bishop Charlie B. Byers reviewed his own involvement in its development. He said he was deeply 
involved in building the new home on Paxton Street in Harris-
burg, Pa., in 1935. The firm for which he worked supplied the 
trim, cabinets, chapel pews, pulpit furniture, and many other 
items. "If varnish, paint, and time had not erased them," he said, 
"my fingerprints [could be found] on nearly everything in that 
building." 
Byers' comment epitomizes the investment of many in found-
ing and promoting the benevolent program begun on Bailey 
Street in Harrisburg, March 15, 1896. After an initial church 
effort to launch such a program failed, several individuals took 
up the cause. Except for their efforts and sacrificial dedication, 
there would likely have been no Messiah Rescue and Benevolent 
Home, nor its successors—Messiah Home and, at present, Mes-
siah Village. 
F rom the beginning, many dedicated women left deep 
imprints of hands and hearts on the work. By traditional account, 
the idea for such a home sprang from a conversation between 
two women visiting in a Hummelstown home. 
The first property 
was located on Bailey Street in Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Kreider climaxed his service to the 
church and to older people by his leader-
ship in planning relocation of the home to 
Paxton Street. Although planning defi-
ciencies soon became obvious, the new 
structure represented a giant step forward 
in providing facilities. Not only was it 
spacious compared to the home on Bailey 
Street, but, by current standards, virtually 
fireproof. This new structure was not only 
a home for residents, but, in a sense, a 
continued residence for the Brethren in 
Christ Church as well. 
From the beginning, the home had 
identified with the church in ways that 
went beyond financial support. Because 
of its location in Harrisburg, the home on 
Bailey Street began a church tradition in 
The editorial office of the church paper 
made Bailey Street its home from 1900 to 
1918. 
The denominational imprint on the 
home at Bailey Street climaxed in 1922, 
when General Conference named it the 
official headquarters of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Two years later, the Penn-
sylvania State Council ordered provision 
of an "office room and equipment for 
church records and general committee 
work" at the home. 
After 1936 the new facilities on Paxton 
Street accommodated church officials 
even better. So much did board meetings 
there become a familiar routine that resi-
dents joked about the yearly "Lumber 
Camp." 
1897 by providing the setting for farewell 
services for outgoing missionaries. For 
many missionaries, it also offered home 
comforts during furloughs from overseas 
service. 
The church also had used the meeting 
and dining facilities of the home for offi-
cial convocations. The Pennsylvania State 
Council, which met there for its initial 
incorporation, returned annually for 28 
years. Incorporation of the "Brethren in 
Christ Church of Pennsylvania," the first 
in the denomination, occurred in a meet-
ing at the home in 1904. Also, the Gener-
al Conference convened there in 1907. 
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About twenty years later, church offi-
cials considered erecting a headquarters 
building on the home grounds at Paxton 
Street. Al though church of f ices were 
moved instead to the denominational pub-
lishing house in Nappanee, Ind., in 1957, 
the home had served the Brethren in 
Christ Church as headquarters for 35 
years. 
These were years of transition for the 
home as well as for the denomination, 
both adapting to new perspectives. For 
the home, it meant adjusting to higher 
expectations based on new concepts of 
re t i rement and acquisi t ion of greater 
financial resources. At the same time, an 
extending longevity scale was placing 
new pressures on the home for nursing 
care. 
When, in 1966, a poll of older church 
members registered the just-mentioned 
concerns as primary considerations, the 
Mess i ah H o m e board p lo t ted a new 
course to serve the church. This led to the 
eventual relocation of Messiah Home to 
its present site and the development of 
Messiah Village. There a wider range of 
services were offered, from independent 
living to skilled nursing care as needed, 
both for the financially independent and 
those with limited resources. As though in 
affirmation of this new perspective, the 
number of residents gradually increased 
to about 750 (the present census), with 
Bre thren in Chr is t Church m e m b e r s 
always given priority in admissions and 
services. 
Within limits of this article we cannot 
give the credit due to all who made this 
possible, to all whose "fingerprints" are 
left indelibly on the life and ministry of 
Messiah Village. But two more persons 
should yet be noted, especially for extend-
ed tenures of service: Irvin O. Musser, 
who with his wife Ida. supervised and 
pastored the home residents for 18 crucial 
years, from 1939 to 1958; and George K. 
Kibler, who was chief administrator from 
1972 to 1995. During those years Kibler 
supervised relocation of the home and the 
development of new services at Messiah 
Village. 
Others who should receive similar 
credit include all who served, and con-
tinue to serve, in the daily ministries of 
the home, who set administrative poli-
cies, and who throughout the church lend 
their support. Their dedication to the 
cause ensures a continuing ministry of 
love in the name of Christ at Messiah Vil-
lage, serving both the church and com-
munity in body, soul, and spirit. 
At the April celebration, after review-
ing the intervening years, Charl ie B. 
Byers emphasized the home's services to 
the ministries of the church. And con-
cluding, he said, "The hand of God was 
on this development from the very begin-
ning. Praise God! The Lord has directed. 
And the end is not yet." 
A long-time member of the Messiah Col-
lege faculty, Ray Zercher continues his writing 
and editing ministry now as a resident of Mes-
siah Village. 
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Messiah Home on 
Paxton Street in Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Hail the heaven-born Prince of 
Peace! Hail the Son of 
Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen 
with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that 
man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born 
to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory 
to the newborn King!" 
It was a clinic unlike any we had ever 
witnessed. In the early morning the 
La Calzada street is quiet in the after-
math of a night of largely questionable 
activity. This is reported to be the second 
worst street in Bogota. Some people esti-
mate that 90 percent of those who live 
here make their living by begging, steal-
ing, selling drugs, or prostitution. 
But now health brigade volunteers 
begin arriving—some by taxi and bus, 
others by auto and on foot, even one by 
chauffeured car. Everything needed for 
the clinic must be carried in. The first 
thing off the truck from Niza IX is the 
sound system, followed closely by the 
coffee pot (remember, this is Colombia). 
Then come the medicines and supplies 
which had been donated locally and from 
North America. Finally the props for the 
street drama are handed down. Residents 
and passersby look on, curious about 
what is going on. Now set-up and pro-
motion begin in earnest. 
Sonia Valencia wears many hats in 
this part of Bogota: community develop-
ment worker , school adminis t ra tor , 
church-planting pastor, counselor. She 
and Brethren in Christ church-planting 
missionary Nancy Peterman—who hap-
pens to be a nurse—had done their home-
work well. In addition to the storefront 
church building, four other dwellings or 
storefronts are open for our use. 
With Christian music, preaching, and 
testimonies going out over the public 
address system in front of the church, it is 
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Christian music, preaching, and 
testimonies on the street 
accompany the work of the 
health brigade volunteers. 
er—many mothers, each with several 
small children, but also men and couples. 
A small school desk out on the sidewalk 
serves as registration station. Artistically 
lettered signs, prepared by the Light and 
Life school staff, direct the people to the 
various services the clinic offers. 
Inside the church storefront, people are 
weighed and measured and their blood 
pressures are taken. The medical clinic is 
located in a small, curtained alcove off 
this main room. With two examining 
tables, two doctors, a nurse, two nursing 
students, and two dispensers filling pre-
scriptions from the crates of medicines 
piled in the middle of the space, there is 
barely room for patients. But somehow 
whole families manage to squeeze in for 
consultation, including one mother with 
seven children. In the back room of the 
church, two optometrists are giving eye 
exams and testing vision. 
Two doors down from the church, 
family planning specialists begin showing 
films and counseling people. At the cor-
Sonia Valencia (kneeling) and 
Sonia Gabriela (standing) talk to 
persons on the street in La Calzada. 
ner, two dentists had set up their portable 
chairs and are filling and pulling teeth. In 
the next block the women of Niza IX 
Brethren in Christ Church distribute 
clothing they had collected and sorted. 
Across the street, in a courtyard around a 
cement laundry sink, seven hairdressers 
from the Path of Peace (an evangelical 
church) are shampooing and cutting hair. 
All up and down the block, people are 
hanging out of windows or standing in 
the street visiting, waiting, watching, 
drinking coffee. Here residents and vol-
continued on page 14 
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I 
Luz y Vida (Light and Life) school chil-
dren sing in a Sunday worship service. 
unteers have opportunity to share a story 
or testimony, to hold a baby or hug a 
child. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
church planter Bob Geiger reports that 
evangelical churches have multiplied in 
the city of Bogota in the past 15 years. 
But few combine the message of a per-
sonal saving faith in Jesus Christ with 
acts of Christian charity. So it is gratify-
ing to see 40 to 50 Christians from dif-
ferent churches (perhaps half from Niza 
IX Brethren in Christ) come together to 
make this day possible. 
Twice during the day the drama group 
from the Niza IX church performs in the 
street with a powerful message of free-
dom f rom the bondage of sin through 
Jesus Christ. Several onlookers are in 
tears by the end of the presentation. 
The routine of the early afternoon is 
interrupted by the arrival of an "ambu-
lance," a grizzled older man from several 
blocks away carrying on his back a young 
woman whose leg is bound with a bloody 
rag. She had been slashed deeply with a 
broken bottle the day before. The doctors 
and nurses spend a long time caring for 
her. but they watch her leave with deep 
concern. Where will she find the follow-
up care she needs? 
At about 2:30 p.m., volunteers begin to 
be called in small groups to the back room 
of the church for a lunch of pasta, bread, 
and cold drink. When all have been fed, 
the everywhere-present children snap up 
the leftovers. If Jesus fed five thousand 
here, would there be twelve baskets of 
food left? "...so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts" (Isaiah 55:9). 
The clinic stations begin to close up as 
the afternoon wears on, but there contin-
ues to be no shortage of patients. The 
hairdressers finally close up shop at 5:00 
p.m., and the doctors quit at 6:00 after 
having seen 112 people. Supplies and 
equipment are loaded up and taken to a 
more secure storage place, and tired vol-
unteers go home. But the residents re-
main, in great need of medical follow-up 
and ongoing health care. How will these 
needs be met? Sonia, Nancy, Bob and 
YWAM director Steve Battels need our 
prayers as they consider the next step. 
Sunday—the Lo rd ' s Day—and we 
gather again, this time to worship and 
praise and learn from the Word. The Niza 
IX church building is packed even though 
the pastoral family is away on 
vacation. The children of Light 
and Life School are giving the 
morning program in music and 
dance, testimony and sermon, a 
moving witness to the power of 
God to change lives. These chil-
dren, who are unable to attend 
public school because of lack of 
attentiveness, social or founda-
tional skills, show remarkable 
attention, focus, and decorum as 
they s ing song a f t e r c h o r e -
ographed song f r o m memory . 
Lydia, a 14-year-old rescued from 
the streets, gives her testimony. 
YWAM director Steve Bartels challenges 
us to put feet and hands to our faith. Three 
hours slip away before we know it. 
After a quick lunch of ajiaco (a hearty, 
delicious Colombian soup) we walk back 
to the church to meet the La Calzada min-
istry team. Ricardo and Sammy come to 
lead worship, Nancy and M.K. Allison 
Book to help with the children. Others 
will meet us there. Juan Carlos, a univer-
sity student who has begun coming to 
church only recently, has been moved by 
the morning challenge and joins us, will-
ingly driving his nice car into a not-so-
safe section of the city. Early in her La 
Calzada ministry days, Sonia cried tears 
of despair and frustration that no others 
would commit themselves to join her. 
Now some Niza IX families have opened 
their homes to street children, and the 
Niza IX congregation decided at its last 
council meeting to tithe its offerings to its 
La Calzada daughter congregation. 
We arrive just at 4:00 p.m., time for 
service to begin. Other members of the 
Carlos Eduardo leads the youth 
in a communion meditation on 
the sacrifice of Christ. 
ministry team have been there for some 
time, praying for the people and for the 
service. Sonia Gabriela, recently deliv-
ered by the power of Christ from twenty 
years of drug use, theft, and prostitution, 
crouches in the street talking to an old 
woman sitting on the sidewalk. She feels 
called back to share Christ with her old 
friends here, but this place is also a hazard 
to her n e w f o u n d l i fe in Chr i s t . She 
doesn't want to get sucked back into the 
evil. 
As soon as the storefront is opened, 
approximately a dozen women and 30 to 
40 children gather and crowd in. There 
are no men except the ones who have 
come to minister. Ricardo, Sammy, and 
Webster lead in praise and worship for 
an hour; we follow their lead with lots of 
enthusiasm. Then Nancy, Alexa, and Alli-
son take the children next door for Sun-
s* .<* 
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day school while Sonia Valencia preach-
es to the women. Six of these are com-
mitted, growing Christians whom Sonia 
had the joy to baptize in May. Some are 
new Christians and others are seekers. 
One woman, appearing restless and 
almost tortured, interrupts the sermon to 
ask for prayer. After the sermon is over, a 
number of women gather around Sonia 
for prayer. 
I t ' s growing dark as we leave La 
Calzada, but our Lord's Day is not yet 
over. We ride a crowded bus back to Niza 
IX, where the youth meet ing is in 
progress. Leader Carlos Eduardo is talk-
ing about the sacrifices of Christ. (Last 
week Sammy had spoken about Old Tes-
tament sacrifices.) We see communion 
elements on a table behind him. He 
emphasizes the need to be in right rela-
tionship with Christ and with each other 
as we come to the Lord's table. Soon 
young people are getting up and going to 
one or another of their friends or leaders 
to ask forgiveness, to make right a wrong, 
to cry and pray. The presence of God's 
Spirit is powerful, and a holy hush sur-
rounds our celebration of communion. 
But after the benediction we are again 
reminded that this is a youth meeting; the 
place erupts in chatter, laughter, music 
and dancing. From another part of the 
church building Omar and Curtis Book's 
basic Bible course for adults is also dis-
missing. We talk awhile, then make our 
way back to our hosts' apartment, full of 
praise to God for the blessings and chal-
lenges of this weekend. 
Esther Spurrier lives in DiUsburg, Pa. 
od at work in our world 
Worship's 
practical side 
Bruce and Merly, Cristina and Joshua 
Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
On August 11, church with the Bundys 
was different. First, everyone arrived 
before their 12:00 noon starting time. 
Their worship experience was very prac-
tical. Bruce preached 40 minutes on sac-
rificial giving. Then the group went out 
two by two and gave of themselves. 
Some prayed for people as they 
walked, others bought bread and handed 
it out to any who would receive it. They 
saw God leading them to the right people. 
For example, a young man who sells 
watermelon next to the park comes from 
another town. He has no f r iends in 
Madrid. They invited him to have lunch 
with the group. He didn't show up, but he 
now smiles when the Bundys walk by his 
stand. Cristina is especially burdened to 
start a friendship with the "watermelon 
man." She prayed for the first time in 
church on Sunday (age five!) for her new 
friend. 
Tito and Bruce went to a man who 
sells chucheria (snack foods, chips, nuts, 
etc.) They asked how he was doing. He 
responded, "Well, my family is fine, but I 
am the one who is doing badly." His 
sugar count jumped from 95 to over 300 
and he's lost 55 pounds. After talking 
with him, they asked whether they could 
pray for him. He responded, "You can 
pray for me, but I want you to know that 
I 'm a staunch atheist." They prayed for 
him anyway. 
Merly and Berti had the opportunity 
to meet a neighbor of the Bundys. The 
Bundys have known her for some time; 
she is very friendly. Merly asked her, 
"How are you doing?" She also was not 
feeling well. Berti and Merly prayed for 
her sore throat. Two other neighbors who 
were standing with her asked, "Who were 
those people?" She answered, "Oh, a cou-
ple of my neighbors." 
Bruce and Merly report, "God has 
been blessing us and our church so much 
that we just needed to let you know that 




LeRoy and Judy Eberly—Mexico 
Free Grace youth team 
impacts the Mexico 
Brethren in Christ Church 
A team of 15 youth and 3 adults min-
istered and worked from June 22-30 in 
Mexico. The team was from the Free 
Grace Brethren in Christ Church in 
Millersburg, Pa. They were led by Gail 
Wenger and Don and Kimberly Helms. 
Evenings were spent in ministry. The 
team visited four Brethren in Christ 
churches and an orphanage. They testi-
fied and presented a drama (in Spanish). 
The drama was so effective that several 
people came to know Jesus Christ. One of 
the congregation liked the drama so much 
that they asked to keep all the props and 
scenery (the youth graciously complied). 
On July 27, the Mexican youth presented 
the play at a Bimonthly Fellowship meet-
ing. They did a wonderful job. They will 
continue to present it at various places in 
Mexico. 
In the mornings, the team helped paint 
church walls and benches. They also 
helped to build a fence. Thanks to the 
team from Free Grace. You had a big 
influence on the churches in Reynosa, 
Mexico. 
"Please, Lord, 
a double portion." 
LeRoy and Judy Eberly—Cuba 
The Eberlys trip to Cuba, April 19— 
May 3, 1996, was wonderful. They had a 
difficult time getting their visas. Was that 
a sign of things to come? 
The churches were overflowing with 
standing room only. Their annual confer-
ence was great. The scripture for the con-
ference was 2 Kings 2:9: "I pray thee, let 
a double portion of thy Spirit be upon 
me." The Lord honored it. In the final 
evening service, they saw a real break-
through. The altar was packed. People 
were asking God to forgive them, and 
restore broken relationships. 
Looking to the back of the church, the 
continued on page 16 




Nails and paint can help build 
Stronger relationships 
...with the Lord 
...with each other 
...with people in need 
At a T.I.M.S. servant project, you and 
your youth group can experience putting 
faith into action in a practical way. You 
will reach out and meet the needs of 
people unable either physically or finan-
cially to help themselves, and grow in 
your own faith at the same time. 
Though the work is important, it is 
only secondary to sharing your faith 
through building relationships with host 
families, while being challenged to a clos-
er relationship with God and your team. 
You and your teens will never be the 
same. 
Teens In Missionary 
o Service 
Yes, send me free information on 





Daytime Phone ( ) 
Evening Phone ( ) 
Church Name 
My primary interest is (check one): 
• Cross-cultural work/ministry team 
• Senior High work camp 
• Junior High work camp 
• Help during camp week 
Mail form to: 
Christian Retreat Center 
R.D. 1, Box 13-A 
East Waterford, PA 17021 
Eberlys saw a line of people waiting to 
get to the altar. They were crying and ask-
ing one another for forgiveness. LeRoy 
and Judy write, "It was a wonderful sight 
to behold; truly we were experiencing a 
double portion of the Spirit. God is so 
good!" 
The paint is 
just different 
George and Rachel Kibler— 
Choma, Zambia 
Two weeks ago the David Livingstone 
Teachers Training College choir sang at 
our church. They were such a blessing. 
This group of good looking young men 
and women in training to be the teachers 
of tomorrow are, in the meantime, spend-
ing time going out weekends to minister 
in the name of Christ. Many of these are 
grandchildren of people we had in school 
many years ago. One chorus they sang 
was, "We are heirs of the Father; we are 
joint heirs with the Son; we are children 
of his kingdom; we are family, we are 
one." 
I learned it as they were singing it, so 
this past Sunday the Shampande congre-
gation learned it, too. I encouraged them 
that when they sang "we are family, we 
are one," to take the hand of someone 
beside them. They did that and then raised 
their jo ined hands. What a sight as I 
looked over the congregation. I cannot 
describe the emotions I felt as the young 
man who was helping to lead worship 
held my hand and we raised our hands 
together. He is an orphan. Both parents 
died of AIDS. His mother was a godly 
woman, and he is now trying to care for 
his two younger sisters. Eddie is a fantas-
tic person, hoping to go to the Theologi-
cal College of Central Africa in January. 
We certainly didn't look like family, but 
because of being part of the family of 
God, we are in fact family. 
One of our retired teachers was sharing 
with us about a week ago that when he 
visited the States, he found that basically 
we people are all alike. He said, "It is just 
this pigment in our skin that makes us 
different." It is true, you know. Our basic 
needs and desires are alike. I like to 
describe what I just said by saying that 
"The paint is just different." 
Bearing fruit— 
fruit that will last 
Ruth and Eugene Madeira— 
Leadership training, Honduras 
F r e d i s v i n d a H e r r e r a , the y o u n g 
woman whom I left in charge of the Pre-
ventative Health teaching, continues both 
her secular and health education. She will 
be c o m p l e t i n g the s ix th g r a d e th i s 
November; she has progressed from the 
second to the sixth grade since 1994. In 
the past few months I learned that World 
Relief gives training to women in Health 
Promotion, and Fredis has started with 
them. I have seen some of their Plan of 
Training; it appears to be excellent. Fredis 
has been to 19 different Brethren in Christ 
churches to teach women. She makes the 
sacrifice of leaving her family on week-
ends and traveling by bus to a village, 
walking or riding a mule for two hours or 
more, and sleeping and eating as the peo-
ple. She does it because she has a God-
given desire to reach her people with the 
good news of the gospel and of good 
health. It is our privilege to help her get 
her education as well as help her with the 
expenses of traveling. Because of her I 
feel that my time in Honduras was fruit-
ful. • 
Question: What costs less than a cup of coffee and a 
donut, is much better for your health, and is delivered to 
your house each month? 
ANSWER: Each monthly issue of the Evangelical Visitor. 
Question: Is there a good reason why I shouldn't 
subscribe to the Visitor^ 
ANSWER: NO, there is no good reason not to sub-
scribe to the only monthly magazine published 
by and for the Brethren in Christ Church. See the 
ad on page 25 for a subscription coupon. 
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1997 Summer Missions Teams 
Teens in 
Whatever your calling and 
capabilities, 
there's a world that needs you. 
because it needs Jesus. 
Cross-Cultural Work/Ministry Teams 
What is Training Week? 
Your trip begins with TIMS Training Week held 
at the Christian Retreat Center in East Waterford, 
Pa. This intense week will prepare and challenge 
you for the task ahead. You will develop friend-
ships with your teammates and learn to work as 
a team, as you work your way over the wall, log-
ladder, or run the morning obstacle course. Class-f 
es will be given in carpentry, masonry, language, 
evangelism, culture, drama, and testimonies. Ral-
lies will be held every night to challenge you in 
your walk with God and to motivate you to serve 
others. At the conclusion of Training Week, a 
commissioning service will send the teams to 





Teens in Missionary Service (TIMS) is a ministry that provides a short-term mission/service 
experience. It builds teens spiritually, instills a missionary vision, and enables high school-
age youth to participate more fully in the worldwide call of Acts 1:8. TIMS summer team 
members will spend a week in training camp and then, from two to four weeks in the cross-
cultural setting of their choice helping career missionaries. They will work in a variety of evan-
gelism and discipleship ministries such as literature distribution, street evangelism, drama, 
music, Bible studies, camp work, construction, and more! TIMS summer team members will 
experience missions first-hand and have an opportunity for God to use and change their lives 
forever. This exposure to missionary life has transformed the lives of many teens. 
How do you qualify? 
If you are 13-20 years old and are willing to give of yourself to God in service, 
attitude and heart, to accomplish his plan, you qualify! You will join others on a 
team that will be working together in evangelism,, 
work projects, and children's ministry. If you are 21-
60 years old, you may apply for a leadership role 
on one of the teams. Yes, you can go even if you've 
never done anything like this before! We will train 
each team member and leader for the summer of 
ministry set before them. 
What about cost? 
All expenses from the beginning of Training Week to the termination of your trip 
at Debrief are covered in the TIMS program. This includes all room and board, travel, 
airport taxes, and recreation expenses. This price does not include pass-
ports, visas, personal souvenirs, and inoculations. We will advise you on 
how to raise all the money you need to go on your missions trip. The TIMS 
program includes support forms to which you may add your own personal 
letter. The letter can be sent to friends, relatives, or others who may wish 
to contribute to your mission effort. Their tax-deductible gifts are sent 
directly to the TIMS office and are held in an account for you. 
What is Debrief? 
At the conclusion of the trips, each team will return for a time of debrief-
ing. This will be a time of rest, assimilation, and practical instruction on re-
entry. We have found that Debrief is one of the most important parts of 
the trip. As a team embarks upon a life-changing trip, individuals can fill 
their "suitcases" with gifts of insight from their teammates. Upon returning 
home, they will find themselves unpacking more than just curios. They will 
discover spiritual treasures that build character and glorify the Lord. 
A word from 
alumni 
"Training Week was awesome!" Julie Hoke, 
Carlisle, Pa.; Navajo '96 
"What touched my heart the most was the 
children we had backyard Bible club with. 
They were open to listen to the Bible stories, 
loved to sing the songs and participate.... It 
really touched me when five little Navajo 
children gave their hearts to the Lord." Aleta 
Morgan, Mapleton Depot, Pa.; Navajo '96 
"What impacted me the most was the chil-
dren...to see their openness and how they 
would come and cling to you because they 
just wanted someone to love them." Holly 
Carbaugh, Chambersburg, Pa.; Navajo '96 
"Prepare for a life changing experience!" Beth 
Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.; Honduras '95 
"1 learned that no matter what your culture or 
skin color is, we are all the same inside." 
Rebecca Herr, Martinsburg, Pa.; Navajo '96 
"Getting to know people from all over the U.S. and coming 
together as a team." Justin Heath, Upland, Calif.; Zimbabwe '96 
"You grow so much from what you see and do. You'll never for-
get the experience." Lisa Wagner, East Waterford, Pa.; Honduras '95 
"What impacted me the most was to be able to talk to the peo-
ple on my team and to have serious discussions with them 
about life and things in general." Ben Hoogterp, Ortonville, Mich.; 
Zimbabwe '96 
"One of the benefits of being on a TIMS team is 
you are pushed out of your comfort zone. God is so 
faithful in providing...taking you right to your limit 
and then being there to take you beyond...to grow 
in him. Being on a TIMS team and being in a cross-
cultural setting you have fewer distractions and 
you can focus on the Lord." Sean McCarvey, Goshen, 
Ind.; Zimbabwe '96 
"What impacted me most was to see the change in 
my teammates and see how the Lord worked in 
their lives." Jennifer Hykes, Chambersburg, Pa.; Zim-
babwe '96 
WHAT SHOULD YOU 
DO NEXT? 
Pray about the Lord's direction 
for you this summer. Mail the appli-
cation (on the next page) to the TIMS 
office and we will respond when you 




Dates: June 22-July 24 
After Training Week you will bus to Dulles 
Airport in Washington, D.C., for your flight 
over the Caribbean to beautiful Caracas, 
Venezuela. Your team will do some painting 
in one of the Venezuelan churches. You will 
also be doing street ministry using dramas, 
group songs, and balloons. Saturdays and 
Sundays will be spent with the church people. 
Your housing will be with church families. An 
overnight campout with Venezuelan youth 
in one of their beautiful parks may also be 
planned. Practice your Spanish while shop-
ping for souvenirs such as pottery, maracas, 
hammocks, and clothing. Debrief will be at 
the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contributions equal to $ 1,460.00 U.S. 
ZIMBABWE 
Work/Ministry Team 
Dates: June 22-July 24 
Following Training Week your team will 
bus to Dulles Airport in Washington, D.C., for 
your flight over the Atlantic Ocean to Lon-
don, England. While in London there will be 
time for sight-seeing and souvenir shopping. 
Your team will then board a plane bound for 
Harare, the capital of Zimbabwe. After refuel-
ing, you will have a short hop over to Bul-
awayo. You will then travel to Mazikhelela, 
where your team will construct a church build-
ing for the Brethren in Christ Church. Your 
housing will be with the missionaries there 
and with church families in the area. The 
team will also take part in church services 
and do village-to-village outreach. Debrief will 
be at the Christian Retreat Center. 
Contributions equal to $3,0 1 6.00 U.S. 
NEW MEXICO 
(NAVAJO M I S S I O N ) 
Work/Ministry Team 
Dates: June 22-July 24 
After Training Week your team will bus to 
Dulles Airport in Washington, D.C., for your 
flight to the Land of Enchantment, New Mex-
ico. While at the Brethren in Christ Mission in 
Navajoland, your team will be doing some 
painting, 5-day clubs, gym nights, and church 
services. You will also be helping the mission 
get ready for its 50th anniversary Homecom-
ing. During the week of Homecoming there 
will be a camp meeting, with your team in 
charge of the children's ministry. Your hous-
ing will be in the gymnasium. There will also 
be time for sight-seeing and shopping for 
Navajo-made souvenirs. Debrief will be at the 
Christian Retreat Center. 
Contributions equal to $1,133.00 U.S. 
MEXICO 
Work/Ministry Team 
Dates: June 22-July 24 
Come help TIMS expand the ministry of a 
border town Brethren in Christ Church. After 
Training Week your team will bus to Dulles 
Airport in Washington, D.C., for your flight to 
McAllen, Texas, where your team will be 
based. Housing will be in dorms. The team 
will travel by van to the border town of 
Reynosa, Mexico. Your project will be to con-
struct (out of block) the inside walls of a day-
care center that was started last year. The 
day-care center will serve as an extended 
ministry of the church in Reynosa to the poor 
neighborhoods. The team will have oppor-
tunity to use their dramas, testimonies, group 
songs, and balloons to minister in the church-
es in the evenings and also in an orphanage 
not far from there. Debrief will be at the Chris-
tian Retreat Center. 
Contributions equal to $1,388.00 U.S. 
How can you get involved? Fill out the following response form and mail it today. 
TIMS 
RD 1, Box 13A 
East Waterford, PA 17021 
YES, I want to join a TIMS Team and serve this summer! Please send me an application. 
Name 
Address 
City State/Prov ZIP/Postal Code 





by Harriet Sider Bicksler 
When Curt Byers and I sat down to 
talk about his new book, Life with God 
First Steps, our conversation started with 
the Internet. I commented that I had just 
recently begun to learn how to "surf the 
Internet," but I felt limited not only by 
my inexperience and ignorance, but also 
by a not-completely-state-of-the-art com-
puter sys tem that has recen t ly been 
demonstrating some peculiar quirks. 
As we continued talking, it became 
clear that Curt knows far more about this 
stuff than I do. In fact, when he left the 
pastorate less than a year ago (he was one 
of my pastors), he became director of 
marketing and development for Didax, a 
Washington-based company that helps 
Christian organizations understand how 
to use the Internet. He 's also doing re-
search on how the information culture is 
changing society and the mission of the 
church. He 's obviously really into this 
s tuff—he's even writing a book called 
The Sociology of Cyberspace that will be 
published by InterVarsity Press in 1997. 
So how does someone so highly im-
mersed in the Internet and communica-
tions technology come down to earth long 
enough to write a relatively low-tech 
evangel ism tool? I discovered that in 
Curt 's mind, at least, it 's not that big of a 
leap. First Steps approaches evangelism 
with the assumption that cultural changes 
(such as new communication technolo-
gies) should affect how the church reach-
es out to non-Christians. The book had 
its origins ten years ago in England when 
Curt and a pastoral colleague produced a 
f l ip-chart evangel i sm tool called The 
LIVE Program. However , it was too 
expensive to modify for production in the 
United States. Curt col laborated with 
Helen Johns on First Steps', Helen has 
worked on previous books in the Life with 
God series. 
Curt has a two-fold view of evange-
lism. First, he sees evangelism as min-
istry to hurting people. Unfortunately, he 
says, "too many evangelical churches 
seem to have a sign out front that says, 
'Pain not welcome here . ' " Second, he 
believes that the old methods, such as the 
"Four Spiritual Laws" and other step-
based evangelism programs, don't work 
with the "truly secular people" who are 
the ones the church needs to reach. He 
describes his method, 
modeled in the book, 
as feel ing more like 
counseling than evan-
g e l i s m to the non -
Christian. He believes 
"spirituality touches 
the mos t i n t i m a t e 
aspects of one ' s life 
and we dare not wan-
der into those areas 
without permission." Instead, he always 
waits for the listener to give him the green 
light to move to another level of sharing. 
In this approach, "evangelism feels like 
the sharing of biblical wisdom about 
issues of deep relevance to the listener." 
The book is addressed to the non-
Christian. Each chapter begins with a 
story of a hurting person and then pro-
ceeds to relate the gospel and under-
standings about God, Jesus Christ, and 
the Bible to the person's problem. Most 
stories are true and come f rom Curt ' s 
experience as a missionary in London. 
Curt intends for the book to help peo-
ple think about how the gospel appeals to 
gut-level questions—what answers it has 
for the hurt and emotional pain so many 
people are suffering. He says that the 
approach is firmly rooted in an Anabap-
tist-Wesleyan tradition that emphasizes 
love, family, and relationships. By con-
trast, evangelism methods like the "Four 
Spiritual Laws," while they are often 
highly effective, address issues of guilt 
and knowing a sovereign God—issues 
that he thinks are essentially irrelevant to 
secular people on the brink of the 21st 
century who don't believe in a God before 
whom to fee l gui l ty . The book also 
addresses the cost of being a Christian 
("very Anabaptist," says Curt) and chal-
lenges people to join the war against evil. 
Although First Steps has not been 
field-tested in the strict sense of the term, 
early drafts were sent to pastors who 
reacted positively to the approach and 
gave ideas for improvement. Curt sug-
gests that in addition to being used by 
Christians as they work with non-believ-
ers, the book can be used with new Chris-
tians and in membership classes to help 
people understand the decisions they just 
made. More mature Christians could also 
read the book for a fresh understanding of 
the gospel and to help them think differ-
ently about evangelism. 
Knowing Curt as a passionate and 
intense communicator, I noted that First 
Steps lacks the same "fiery" personality. 
Curt was quick to give his co-author 
Helen Johns credit for the more subdued 
tone and editorial refine-
m e n t . T h e b o o k a l so 
r e f l ec t s both a u t h o r s ' 
personal understanding 
of how the gospe l 
addresses people 's psy-
chological and spiritual 
needs. 
Toge ther they have 
created a book that ex-
plains the gospel simply 
but eloquently and intelligently. It doesn't 
answer all the theological or doctrinal 
questions many people have; that 's not 
its purpose. Instead, it starts f rom the 
premise that most people today view 
Christianity as just one of many religious 
or spiritual options and then shows how 
the gospel of Jesus Christ can meet their 
needs for intimacy, meaning, and rela-
tionship. 
Curt's knowledge of the Internet is just 
one example of how he is committed to 
keeping his thinking and training current. 
By recognizing that evangelism methods 
can become as outdated as last year ' s 
computer, he has given Christians a use-
ful tool for helping their f r iends and 
neighbors take some first steps to life with 
God. 
Harriet Sider Bicksler, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
is a member of the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church, where she serves on the Bible quiz 
coaching staff and as adult Sunday school coor-
dinator. 
First Steps...shows 
how the gospel of 
Jesus Christ can meet 







The Lamplighters (55+) of the 
Air Hill congregation. Chambers-
burg, Pa., held a retreat Sept. 6-7 at 
Roxbury C a m p g r o u n d s . •:• The 
Choraleers were in concert Aug. 25 
at the C h a m b e r s b u r g church . 
Associate pastors and guests will fill 
the pulpit through the rest of 1996. •:• 
On Aug. 23 the p.m. service of the 
Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro, 
Pa., was led by the worship team of 
New Life Christian Ministries. • 
The Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, ministered Aug. 12-16 through 
a "Kingdom of the Son" VBS. 
Fifteen Christians from Brazil 
led the Aug. 18 service for the 
Greenspring congregation, New-
ville, Pa. Nine children were gradu-
ated into the youth group in August. 
•:• The Koinonia Class of the Hollo-
well church, Waynesboro, took a 
dinner cruise Aug. 10 on Raystown 
Lake, enjoying music and entertain-
ment by the "buoys and gulls" on 
board. •:• The Iron Springs church, 
Fairfield, Pa., said farewell to Pastor 
Maurice Bender this summer. A 
Become a Shalom! reader 
You've heard of mind-readers, but maybe you don't know 
about Shalom! readers. Most of us don't do very well at 
reading minds (who can know what goes on in someone 
else 's head?!), but all you need to do to become a Shalom! 
reader is to start subscribing to this lesser-known Brethren in 
Christ publication. 
Shalom! has been around for more than 12 years and is 
published four times a year. Its purpose is to educate and 
stimulate Christ-like responses to the needs of society by 
providing biblical, theological, sociological, and personal 
perspectives on a variety of contemporary issues. It comple-
ments other Brethren in Christ publications like the Evan-
gelical Visitor. 
Each issue deals with a single theme approached from a 
variety of viewpoints; most articles are by Brethren in Christ 
writers. In the past we've tackled such hot-button topics as 
abortion, homosexuality, domestic violence and sexual abuse, 
racism, peacemaking, education, and singleness. Topics for 
1997 are aging and generations, responsibility, adoption, and 
the church and culture. 
We think there are more of you out there who would like 
to read stimulating and thought-provoking articles on topics 
like these. (Some of you might even want to become writers.) 
Becoming a Shalom! reader can help you better understand 
the concerns and thoughts many people have and be a more 
effective agent of reconciliation in the world. 
If you'd like to join the Shalom! readership, please fill out 
and return the form below. 
i 1 
j • Yes, I'd like to become a Shalom! reader. Please put me on your 
j Name 
! Address. 
! City State/Prov Postal Code 
i • Enclosed is my subscription payment of $10 for one year (four 
j issues). Checks should be made payable to "Shalom!—Brethren in 
j Christ Ministries." 
Copy or detach and mail this form to: Harriet Bicksler, 
127 Holly Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055; phone (717) 795-9151. 
church picnic was Sept. 8 at Camp 
Elder. 
The Martinsburg, Pa., church 
had a missions emphasis on Aug. 
25: a meal and worship with A1 and 
Thata Book. • The Mt. Tabor 
church, Mercersburg, Pa., had their 
Secret Sisters revealing party on 
Aug. 25. Sept. 1 was missions Sun-
day with Abe and Mildred Yoder. 
•:• Darla Mummert was installed 
Aug. 4 as director of worship for the 
New Guilford congregation, Cham-
bersburg. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., had a training ses-
sion for cell group leaders on Aug. 
7. The group is meeting above Unit-
ed Food Market, corner of Tenth 
and Locust. •> Sept. 1—Oct. 27 are 
the weeks designated by the Cross 
Roads church. Mount Joy. Pa., for 
their 50-Day Adventure: "What To 
Do When You Don't Know What 
To Do." •» The Elizabethtown, Pa., 
church hosted a farewell reception 
Aug. 11 for Bishop and Connie 
Hoffman, with the gift of a trip to 
Venezuela to see their daughter 
Erin. 
A1 Book preached Aug. 25 to the 
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa. 
•:• The senior highs of the Free 
Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., saw 
the Dobson video series "Life on the 
Edge." •:• The Hempfield congrega-
tion, Lancaster, Pa., enjoyed the 
music of Bob Jones at Landisville 
Campgrounds on Aug. 11. •:• The 
youth of the Lancaster church had 
two August work projects: Aug. 3-
10 in Alabama with MDS; and Aug. 
17-23 in Staten Island, N.Y. * 
Twenty-three youth and 6 leaders 
from the Manor church, Mount-
ville, Pa., left Aug. 4 for a mission to 
Harlan. Ky., with Sharing With 
Appalachian People (SWAP) to do 
home repairs and minor construc-
tion. •:• The Millersville, Pa., church 
is beginning three new care and 
share groups. Don and Becky Shenk 
were missions speakers on Aug. 25. 
With the help of Precept Min-
istries, the Montoursville, Pa., con-
gregation gave each of the families 
of the TWA Flight 800 victims the 
book Lord. Where Are You When 
Bad Things Happen? by Kay 
Arthur. •:• The youth of the Mt. 
Pleasant church. Mount, Joy, Pa., 
planned a sleepover and fishing for 
Aug. 16-17. Two persons were bap-
tized Aug. 25. •:• Ric Feeney spoke 
Aug. 11 on "What Is the Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit?" to the New Hope 
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. • On 
Sept. 8 the New Joy church. Akron, 
Pa., had a presentation by Rufus and 
Janet Good of Papua New Guinea. 
Aug. 25 was "Eva Lewis Sun-
day" at the Pequea church, Lancas-
ter. Pa., celebrating her 55 years of 
ministry. The same day an offering 
was taken for the rebuilding of the 
Mt. Zoar Baptist Church and anti-
racism education through MDS. •:• 
The Silverdale, Pa., church has new 
"Circle of Faith" women's meetings 
on Tuesdays. "A Time to Grow" 
was the theme of the 12th annual 
church retreat at Kenbrook Bible 
Camp Aug. 30—Sept . 1. •:• The 
Skyline View church, Harrisburg, 
Pa., had a visit and supper Sept. 11 
with Jay Smith, and heard about his 
missionary activity among the Mus-
lims in London. Thir ty- three 
youth and leaders from the Souder-
ton. Pa., church spent a week this 
summer restoring flood-damaged 
homes in Georgia with PA Chris-
tian Endeavor. •:• Michael Blouse 
was guest speaker July 28 for the 
Summit View church, New Hol-
land, Pa. A road rally and ice cream 
social was planned for Aug. 18. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bridlewood congregation. 
Agincourt, Ont., had their sixth 
annual pig and corn roast on Sept. 
14. •:• The Delisle, Sask., congrega-
tion planned family camp for Aug. 
2-5 at Timber Bay Bible Center with 
Bishop Shaw as speaker. •:• John and 
Cathy Fraser were installed July 28 
as pastoral couple of the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont. "Jesus 
Teaches Us Through Animals" was 
the VBS theme Aug. 12-16. • Paul 
and Audry Eberhard visited the 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
Aug. 25. • The Kindersley, Sask., 
church delivered meals on wheels 
Aug. 5-11, and helped billet mem-
bers of the African Children's Choir 
in late August. 
Representatives of Faith Mission 
of Canada shared in the Sept. 15 
evening services of the Oak Ridges, 
Ont., church. The Orchard Creek 
congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., 
recently saw the latest Brethren in 
Christ video, "20 Minutes with Tom 
Haw-brokaw and Morley Shafer." 
Maurice Coveney presented two 
Sunday evenings on Jehovah's Wit-
nesses in September. •:• On Aug. 10 
the Port Colborne, Ont., church 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
w a s t he s i te of a 50 th w e d d i n g 
anniversary open house for Jim and 
Elsie Gennings. •:• On Aug. 25 Dan 
Steadman preached a message titled 
"Like a Stone in a Pond!" for the 
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, 
Ont. The f i lm "The Homecoming" 
was shown Sept. 1. 
On Aug. 15 the church board 
and families of the Sherkston, Ont., 
church enjoyed a barbecue. •:• The 
Springvale. Ont.. church took a bus-
load to Niagara Christian College 
Aug. 18 to hear Dwayne Potteiger 
f rom Colorado. •:• On Aug. 11 the 
U p p e r O a k s c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Oakville, Ont., said farewell to the 
Matthew Bradbury family, leaving 
for missions service in Nepal. • Ten 
people were baptized in an outdoor 
service July 28 into the fellowship 
of the Westheights church. Kitch-
ener, Ont. A barbecue followed. 
Central Conference 
L u k e K e e f e r Jr . b r o u g h t the 
Bible message on Aug. 18 to the 
Amherst congregation. Massillon, 
Ohio. • Thirty-two Korean pastors, 
all doc tora l s tuden t s at Ash l and 
Seminary, worshiped with the Ash-
land. Ohio, congregation on Aug. 
18. Sept. 8 was Friendship Sunday 
at the Christian Union church, Gar-
rett, Ind., with cof fee and donuts 
after Sunday school. • Seven youth 
of the Highland church. West Mil-
ton. Ohio , a t tended the late July 
wilderness adventure in Wisconsin. 
The N a p p a n e e . Ind. , c h u r c h 
enjoyed men ' s and women ' s adult 
pool parties on Aug. 31. Eldon Krid-
er was guest speaker Aug. 11. • 
Wesley Childs was guest preacher in 
August for the Northgate Fellow-
ship. Tipp City, Ohio. •:• On Aug. 
18 Mike Short spoke about the Holy 
Spirit to the Pleasant Hill. Ohio, 
congregation. •:• The Wooster, Ohio, 
church received four new members 
on Sept. 1. Sanford Oyer, former 
p a s t o r of W o o s t e r M e n n o n i t e 
C h u r c h , w a s the A u g . 11 gues t 
speaker. 
Midwest Conference 
Aug. 25 was teacher apprecia-
tion Sunday at the Bethany church, 
Thomas, Okla. Fresh cinnamon rolls 
and corsages were given to each 
teacher . Desse r t s and vol leybal l 
were the fare at the evening back-to-
school bash. •:• The New Creations 
Quartet gave an Aug. 14 evening 
concert for the Zion congregation, 
Abilene, Kan. 
Pacific Conference 
On Aug. 18 the Pacific High-
way church, Salem, Ore., saw the 
film "The Reluctant Prophet" about 
Cha r l e s Co l son . •:• The Up land , 
Calif., church had their annual day 
camp spaghetti dinner theater fund 
ra iser on Aug . 23. • The senior 
highs of the Walnut, Calif., church 
held a rummage sale Sept. 14 to help 
fund their trip to YouthQuest '96. 
The team Triumphant Review from 
Azusa Pacific University interwove 
music and drama in a Sept. 29 pre-
sentation. 
Southeast Conference 
The Highland Park congrega-
tion, Dublin, Va., planned an Aug. 
31 picnic at Appalachian Power Co. 
P i cn i c G r o u n d s . • T h e H o l d e n 
Park church, Orlando, Fla., hosted a 
Sept. 6-7 personal evangelism work-
shop with Greg Heinritz of Chris-
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AI1D GENERAL CHURCH EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, 
Pa. 17027; phone (717)697-2634. 
Oct. 18-19 Messiah College Homecoming 
Nov. 27-Dec. 1 Messiah College Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec. 21-Jan. 12 Messiah College Winter Recess 
Dec. 27-30 YouthQuest '96: "Dream Big-Live 
Large"—Tamiment, Pa. 
1997 
Jan. 6-12 Mennonite World Conference— 
Calcutta, India 
Jan. 13-19 International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship—Bihar, India 
May 17 Messiah College Commencement, 
Grantham, Pa. 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
October 15, 1896—Amanda Ebersole, of Clarence 
Center, N.Y., write on the topic of jealousy: "Can we, 
with a sincere heart, wish the same for others as we 
would for ourselves? When we see anyone prospering 
in financial affairs, as well as in other ways, there is a 
tendency toward jealousy. Instead we ought to rejoice 
when seeing others prosper. I for my part want my 
thoughts stationed on something higher, and not be 
looking at others, and thereby be neglecting my sal-
vation." 
75 Years Ago 
October 10, 1921—In a report of "The Eastern 
Pennsylvania Tent Evangelistic Campaign": "In the 
second week of the efforts one of our good-hearted 
f r iends , seeing the p loughing evangelist perspire , 
offered an electric fan for the pulpit which was grate-
fully accepted.... We can never estimate the blessing of 
enjoying the God-sent meals, on a God-ordained pul-
pit in company of a God-given electric fan, when we 
consider the overwhelming heat of July days." 
50 Years Ago 
October 7, 1946—Jesse W. Hoover editorialized: 
"Probably the greatest single omission in modern reli-
gion is the emphasis on the Christian's walk. We are 
being told from so very many sources that all we need 
to do is believe, believe, believe. Nor would we mini-
mize faith as the absolute essential and the indispens-
able requisite of all relation with God. 'For without 
faith it is impossible to please Him.' But a living faith 
will produce life results. 'Faith without works is dead.' 
And a dead faith is as good as no faith at all." 
2 5 Years Ago 
October 25, 1971—In a reprinted article by A. W. 
Tozer: "What really matters after all? My personal 
relation to God matters.... A few other things matter, to 
be sure, but they begin there.... They are that we trust 
Christ completely, carry our cross daily, love God and 
our fellow men, walk in the light as God gives us to 
understand it; that we love mercy, and walk uprightly; 
that we fulf i l l our commiss ion as ambassadors of 
Christ among men; that we grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of God and come at last to our end like a 
ripe shock of corn at harvest time." 
10 Years Ago 
October 1986—Ronald J. Sider, in "Returning to 
our roots": "We are better educated, we have more 
resources than any generation in our long history. We 
could, in the next generation, do fantastic work in 
evangelism, peace, and justice. But that will not hap-
pen unless we let Jesus Christ be the center and focus 
of our total life and being." 
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tian Motorcyclists Assoc. •:• August 
youth even ts at the Mi l l er f i e lds 
church , C o l u m b i a , Ky. , were an 
Aug. 18 Gal i lean service for the 
congregation, and "slave day" Aug. 
31 . •:• Ed R i c k m a n w a s a d u l t 
resource person and Jeanne Oswald 
was children's leader for the Sept. 6-
8 retreat at Brethren Woods of the 
Winchester, Va., congregation. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Colyer congregation, Cen-
tre Hall, Pa., held VBS July 22-26. • 
John V a n d e g r i f f b rough t s l ides , 
music, and drama with him for his 
Aug. 4 presentation at the Carlisle, 
Pa., church. Todd and Laura Zim-
m e r m a n , m i s s i o n a r i e s to Ind i a , 
spoke Aug. 18. The Cedar Grove 
church, Miffl intown, Pa., has insti-
tuted a new rotation of Wednesday 
evening services: first of the month, 
m e n ' s and w o m e n ' s fe l lowships; 
second, Bible study; third, prayer 
service; and fourth, praise and testi-
monies. •:• On Aug. 4 the Dillsburg. 
Pa., church dedicated a stained glass 
window created by Jan Yeaman in 
memory of her mother. It replaces 
one lost during earlier renovations 
and is placed where the new foyer 
adjoins the original entrance. 
Services at the Jemison Valley 
church, Westf ie ld , Pa., were sus-
pended Aug. 11 so worshipers could 
attend a community service on the 
lawn of the local Methodist church. 
•:• Sept. 8 was ingathering Sunday 
for the Locust Grove church, York, 
Pa., with the offering given for sem-
inary scholarships for Venezuelan 
pastors. •:• John and Lucille Graybill 
were Aug. 14 MPF midweek speak-
ers at the Messiah Village church, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. •:• The Redland 
Valley church, York Haven, Pa., 
planned a couples retreat for Sept. 




Barber: Michael Philip, Apr. 
27; Dan and Jill Barber, Souderton 
congregation. Pa. 
Bell: Gregory Scott Bell, Mike 
and Noelle Bell, Cross Roads con-
gregation, Ont. 
Cober: Hannah Ellyn, Aug. 1; 
Marvin and Charlotte (Roth) Cober, 
Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Colp: Austin Randy, July 25; 
Darryn and Durel le Colp , Boyle 
congregation, Ont. 
Delozier: Gregory Lee Jr., Aug. 
1; Greg and Patti (Rickard) Delozi-
er, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Enders: Collin Daniel, July 6; 
Joel and Lori ( H a n s e n ) Enders , 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Greenland: Jordan Lucas, Aug. 
6; David and Jeannine Greenland, 
Green Grove congregation, Pa. 
Hawbaker: Bryce David, Aug. 
1; Michael and Michele (Runyon) 
Hawbaker, Air Hill congregation, 
Pa. 
Hendricks: Gregory Wade, July 
3; Scott and Missy Hendricks, Soud-
erton congregation, Pa. 
Henson: Bailey Chance, Aug. 6; 
Trevor and Cindy (Butler) Henson, 
Millerfields congregation. Ky. 
Kohl: Brittany Lynne, July 17; 
John and Terry (Clark) Kohl, Hemp-
field congregation, Pa. 
Moyer: Jeremiah Strawn, Feb. 
21; Ed and Wendy Moyer, Souder-
ton congregation, Pa. 
Penn: C h r i s t o p h e r D. Mon t -
gomery , Ju ly 2; Chr i s and Ju l ie 
(Nofziger) Penn, Hempf ie ld con-
gregation, Pa. 
Pike: Devon Emily, Aug. 6; Tim 
and Anita (Floyd) Pike, Millerfields 
congregation, Ky. 
Rossetto: Ann-Elise and Elena 
Michelle, July 29; Carl and Donna 
Welcome to our newest report-
ing congregation, Mt. Tabor in 
Pennsylvania. Thanks to all 
who are reporting their news 
by the first of each month. 
M<mflutters 
by W. Edward Rickman 
Until recently W. Edward Rickman ser\>ed the 
church as executive director of the Board for 
Stewardship Services. In mid-October he 
assumed his new responsibilities as president 
ofVernard College in University Park, Iowa. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1-August 3 1 , 1 9 9 6 
United States Canada 
1996 1995 1996 1995 
Proportionate 1.237.474 1.225.885 198.484 254,735 
Congregational 1,171,141 1,145,724 198,484 254,660 
Individual 66,333 80,161 0 0 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 373.282 394.263 63.885 13.342 
Congregat ional 153,294 218,293 15,632 10,744 
Individual 219,988 175,970 48,253 2,598 
Total to Date 1.610.756 1.620.148 262.369 268.077 
Total Budget 3.781.056 3,735.410 472.000 510.000 
Received to Date 42.6% 43.3% 56% 53% 
While fishing in the Unalakleet River in Alaska many years ago, I caught one 
of the largest king salmon I had ever seen—ALMOST! When it bit my line and 
started running up the river, my rod and reel sang with gusto. I couldn't get 
enough "drag" on the reel to even slow the great fish. For nearly an hour, I 
worked at getting that fish reeled. Finally, it was almost within reach. But then, 
with a giant leap out of the water and a mighty shake of the head... out came the 
hook. I caught the largest fish I had ever hooked—ALMOST! 
The problem is, "almost" isn't quite good enough. I couldn't weigh or measure 
or have my picture taken with this fish. I will never experience the joy of com-
pleting the landing, or know how those giant salmon steaks would have tasted. I 
almost knew.... 
The "almosts" of life are without number. And many of the "almosts" have, 
or have had, disastrous results. 
I am reminded of King Agrippa who confessed to Paul: "Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian" (Acts 26:28, KJV). The thoughts of the conse-
quences of that "almost" cause cold chills to run up my spine. 
Pilate "almost" decided to free Jesus. Instead, he freed Barabbas. 
Think of the consequences of that "almost" for Pilate's eternity. 
You can probably think of many opportunities that you "almost" 
took, but you'll never know the potential results, because the "almost" 
was lost to eternity. The fact is there are very few second chances for our 
"almost" decisions. 
Just think of the consequences if we would read in the Word of God 
that: 
Noah "almost" built an ark. 
Moses "almost" led the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
God "almost" loved the world enough to send his son. 
Jesus "almost" went to the Cross. 
The resurrection was "almost" completed. 
The disciples "almost" experienced Pentecost. 
What a difference that little word "almost" would have made! 
We need to realize that there are eternal consequences for the decisions 
we make every day of our lives. 
The opportunities before us for ministry to our world are even more 
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(Davis) Rossetto, Grantham congre-
gation, Pa. 
Scott: Jonathan Michael, Aug. 
6; Doug and Juanita (Gaskins) Scott, 
Millerfields congregation, Ky. 
Showalter: Dillon Ray, Aug. 
17; L u k e and L y n d a ( B r a d y ) 
Showalter, Hempfield congregation. 
Pa. 
Soubier: Megan Anna, Aug. 1; 
Lantz and Laura Sourbier , New 
Guilford congregation, Pa. 
S t a m b a u g h : Samuel Alden , 
Ju ly 13; M e r r i s and S t e p h a n i e 
(Omps) S tambaugh . Winches ter 
congregation, Va. 
Wagaman: Sarah Jo, Aug. 5; 
Stacy and Sue (Mahoney) Waga-
man, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Wekesser: McKean, July 23; 
Josh and Rebecca (Barnes) Wekess-
er, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Wolgemuth: Leah Catherine, 
July 17; Jesse and Laura (Heitzman) 
Wolgemuth, Cross Roads congrega-
tion, Pa. 
W o l g e m u t h : R e g a n M a r i e , 
Aug. 5; Rudy and Reba (Brubaker) 
Wolgemuth, Crossroads congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Zeis: Amber Ann, Aug. 19; Roy 
and Betty (Carbaugh) Zeis Jr.. Mt. 
Tabor congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Gaskins - Byrd: Teresa Byrd, 
daughter of Wayne Brown, Liberty. 
Ky., and Shane Bradley, son of 
Ph i l l i p and W a n d a G a s k i n s , 
Columbia, Ky.. July 20, at Dunn-
ville Christian Church with Rev. 
Viers officiating. 
Hess - Z v o l a n e k : A m b r e , 
daughter of Neil and Tina Zvolanek, 
Abilene, Kan., and Sean, son of Ray 
and Cindy Hess, Souderton, Pa., 
July 6, at Eisenhower Park with 
Judge John Barker officiating. 
Johnson - Peters: Stephanie, 
daughter of Ralph and JoAnn Peters 
III, Scotland, Pa., and Edward, son 
of Wil l iam and Kathy Johnson, 
Upper Strasburg, Pa., Aug. 10, at 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiat-
ing. 
M c D o n a l d - K e e f e r : Joy 
Michel le , daughter of John and 
Faithe Keefer, Belleville, Pa., and 
M. Wesley, son of S.L. and Patricia 
McDonald. Ethridge. Tenn., Aug. 
10, at Big Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John M. Keefer 
and Rev. S.L. McDonald officiat-
ing. 
Parker - F r a n s e n : E leanor 
Karen , d a u g h t e r of Henry and 
Martha Fransen, Sherkston, Ont., 
and John Jeffrey, son of Louis Park-
er and Marion Parker, Ridgetown, 
Ont., Aug. 4. at Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard 
J. Chester officiating. 
Wyant - Ruffell: Danielle Lynn, 
daughter of Bob and Avril Ruffell. 
Barrie. Ont., and Dwayne Allen, son 
of Allen and Mary Wyant, Stayner, 
Ont., Aug. 3, at Stayner Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Bill Chap-
man and Rev. Darrell Winger offi-
ciating. 
Zeigenfuse - Garman: Jolene 
Renee , d a u g h t e r of J a m e s and 
Rosene Garman, Lancaster, Pa., and 
John Jesse, son of John and Mar-
garet Zeigenfuse, Baltimore, Md., 
Aug. 3, at Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Michael Donohue 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Engle: Emma Ruth Engle, born 
Jan. 5, 1915, daughter of Daniel E. 
and Emma K. Good Engle, died 
Aug. 11. Preceding her in death 
were three brothers, Jacob. Daniel 
G., and Ivan Engle. Surviving are 3 
s i s t e r s , E l i zabe th He ise , Mary 
Richardson, and Esther Steinbrech-
er; and 11 nieces and nephews. 
Emma attended Messiah Academy, 
Elizabethtown College, and Mary-
wood College. She served 13 years 
at Elizabethtown College and 15 
years as librarian for the St. Joseph 
Hospital School of Nursing at Lan-
caster. After retirement she spent 
two years with Brethren Volunteer 
Service in Mississippi. She was a 
numerous than when Jesus gave the Great Commission. The 
consequences are just as startling as they would have been had 
his disciples rejected or "almost" taken seriously his commission. 
The number of lost people in the world is far greater than when 
Jesus first gave the commission. 
Are we "almost" persuaded that we have some responsibili-
ty here? Are we "almost" persuaded that we can make a differ-
ence? 
One of the great virtues of the Brethren in Christ Church is the 
balance we have maintained over the years in addressing ministry 
issues—from world missions to feeding the hungry; from reliev-
ing the suffering of the hungry and homeless to preaching deliv-
erance from the power of sin at every level. 
The vision of the church to develop an expanding network of 
growing, discipling, and sending congregations is evidence of 
our balance and inclusiveness in the ministries we support. Or, 
should I say "almost" support. 
Over the past several years, the leadership of the Church has 
prayerfully developed ministry strategies and corresponding 
budgets which have always been approved by the General Con-
ference. In doing so we have expressed our commitment that 
these ministries are worthy and meaningful to the life of the 
denomination. But because the trend has been toward a higher 
percentage of giving remaining at the local level, the percentage 
for other ministries "beyond ourselves" has been static. If you 
consider inflation, ministry dollars have shrunk considerably 
over the past ten years. 
With the exception of one year in the last ten, we have 
"almost" supported these broader ministries of the denomination. 
"Almost" has been anywhere from 80 percent to near 100 per-
cent. We have "almost" had enough resources to meet the min-
istry objectives. 
The questions which often arise in my mind are these: 
• What happens to the people who do not hear the gospel 
because we "almost" had enough money to send anoth-
er missionary? 
• What happens to the communities where we "almost" 
had enough funds to plant a new church? 
• What happens to the starving masses that we "almost" 
had enough money to help feed? 
• What happens to the victims of abusive situations where 
we "almost" had enough money to assist? 
• What happens to the young people whom we "almost" 
had enough money to assist in their education for future 
service? 
The list is endless. But the point is clear. "Almost" always 
falls short of the potential. 
Does that mean that we are responsible for the whole world 
and all its needs? No, but it does mean that we are responsible for 
our fair share. And that is determined by the potential which 
exists in the resources that God has given each of us individual-
ly. We can't be responsible for the whole world, nor for what the 
whole church does. But we can be, and are, responsible for what 
we personally do with the resources God has given us. 
Again, there are lots of "almosts": 
• I "almost" started giving last year. 
• I "almost" met my tithe. 
• I "almost" gave twice as much to that special appeal. 
• I "almost" gave myself to serve in a special place. 
• I "almost" volunteered to do a special task. 
• I "almost" shared Christ with someone. 
How many opportunities, joys, blessings, relationships, and 
fulfillments have you missed because you "almost" decided to be 
a total steward of your time, talents, and resources? And how 
many people have been affected by the time I was "almost" 
faithful? 
These are sobering questions, aren't they? They "almost" 
make you want to be a better steward...don't they? | 
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member of the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
Church of the Brethren, where the 
m e m o r i a l se rv ice was he ld with 
Rev. J iWayne Judd, Rev. Daniel 
Poole, and Rev. C. Lawrence Farv-
er officiating. Interment was in the 
C r o s s R o a d s Bre th ren in Chr i s t 
Cemetery. 
Grove: Bruce M. Grove, born 
Aug . 1, 1920, son of Char les E. 
Grove and Bessie K. Grove Buck-
ley, died July 25. He was preceded 
in death by a great-grandson; three 
brothers; and a sister. Surviving are 
his wife, Betty F. (Kline); 5 chil-
dren, Melvin E., Florence E. Watt, 
Dale E., Clarence E., and Kenneth 
E. ; 14 g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 25 g rea t -
grandchildren; 3 brothers; and 2 sis-
ters. Services were held at the Pine 
Glen Church of the Brethren with 
Bishop John Hawbaker and Rev. 
Simon Lehman off ic ia t ing. Inter-
ment was in Pine Glen Cemetery. 
Tribute 
We thank God for the long and 
f r u i t f u l m i n i s t r y of R e v . B r u c e 
Grove. 
Bruce was converted at age 20 
d u r i n g a r ev iva l m e e t i n g at the 
Granville Brethren in Christ Church 
under the ministry of Rev. Monroe 
Dourte . When Bruce was 25, the 
Granville church called him to be 
their assistant pastor. One year later 
he was ordained. 
W h i l e B r u c e w a s p a s t o r , he 
founded the Ferguson Valley Breth-
ren in Christ Church and pastored 
there for 31 years. While there, he 
f o u n d e d the N e w t o n H a m i l t o n 
Church and was pastor there for 33 
years until the time of his death. 
He was a minister of the gospel 
fo r 51 years . For some of those 
years he served two pastorates at the 
same time, and for three years he 
took a leave f rom pastoral work in 
order to give his time to evangelistic 
meetings. He preached many revival 
meetings throughout Pennsylvania 
and in several other states and Cana-
da. 
Bruce loved the message of holi-
ness. He loved people and treated 
everyone with respect. He served the 
church sacrificially, supporting him-
self through fa rming and, for 20 
years , opera t ing an ice and coal 
business. 
In a sense Bruce was a pastor to 
the whole community. He had broad 
contact with many people; visited 
people in the hospital whether they 
attended his church or not; and was 
asked to conduct many weddings 
and funerals. In his hospital visita-
tion he often had the privilege of 
leading the patient to personal faith 
in Christ. 
Hundreds, or perhaps thousands, 
of people knew Bruce because of 
his rad io min i s t ry—a 15-minute 
program called "Voice of Truth." It 
w a s hea rd on Sunday m o r n i n g s 
f rom a station in Lewis town that 
r eaches fou r count ies , and fo r a 
number of years it was also heard 
on a station in Canada. He had his 
first broadcast in 1967. In praying 
about the broadcast he said, "Lord, 
I ' l l do it as long as the f inances 
come in." And they came in for 29 
years. 
In Jesus' parable about the men 
entrusted with talents, the master 
u ever ask, 
there 'enough' 
„ « e k is a four-week 
v e \ p you explore 
A<> *ith enough; ^ enouSh! 
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said, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant! Come and share your mas-
ter 's happiness." The Brethren in 
Christ, the greater Lewistown area 
and all the churches where Bruce 
served as evangelist have seen a 
fa i thful servant of God in Bruce 
Grove. He has now gone to share 
his master 's happiness. 
Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
Bishop, Allegheny Conference 
J a c k s o n : Charles A. Jackson, 
born June 1, 1910, son of George 
and Annie Rine Jackson, died July 
18. Preceding him in death was his 
wife, Ruth A. (Hardy). Surviving 
are two sisters and two brothers. 
Charles was an Army veteran of 
World War II, and a retired truck 
and school bus driver. He was a 
member of the Green Grove con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral was held 
at Steven Neff Funeral Home with 
Rev . Paul S m u c k e r o f f i c i a t i n g . 
Interment was in Cedar Hill Ceme-
tery. 
Lenhert: Norma K. Lenhert , 
born June 18, 1909, in Abi lene , 
Kan., daughter of Edward and Alta 
McClure Kern, died Aug. 10. Her 
husband, Harry Lenhert, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a son, 
J o h n K. ; a d a u g h t e r , N a n c y J. 
Lenhert ; four grandchildren; and 
five siblings. Norma was a resident 
at Messiah Village since 1987. She 
was retired from Hirsch's Depart-
ment Store in St. Joseph, Mo., and a 
former member of Wyatt Park Bap-
tist Church. She was a member of 
the Messiah Village Church, Pa., 
where the memoria l service was 
held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
and Rev. Martha L. Lady officiat-
ing. Interment was in St. Joseph, 
Mo. 
Murphy: Blaine Murphy, born 
Mar. 12, 1919, in Crawford, Colo., 
son of Elvin and Jennie Murphy, 
died July 5. Surviving are his wife, 
Ellen Mae (Lewis); a son, James; 
and a fos t e r son . Scot t M u r p h y 
Myers. Blaine was a member of the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church where 
the funeral service was held with 
Chaplain Michael Hodson officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Highland 
church cemetery. 
Myers : Gene T. Myers, born a 
son of Edward J. and Maggie Bortz-
field Myers, died July 11. He was 
68 years old. Surviving are his wife, 
Dorothy E. (Raber); two sons, Gre-
gory T. and Chris T.; a daughter. 
Tammy Powers; two grandchildren; 
and a sister, Kathryn S. Boyd. Gene 
was a graduate of Mount Joy High 
School, and attended Franklin and 
Marshall College and the Philadel-
phia Museum School of Art. He 
was employed by William Z. Getz 
trucking until retirement in 1991, 
and then drove a school bus for the 
Hempfield District until 1995. He 
attended the Hempfield church, Pa. 
The funeral was held at the Sheetz 
Funeral Home with Rev. George P. 
Kimber officiating. 
Nyman: Vera Louise Nyman, 
born Mar . 16, 1910, daughter of 
R o b e r t M. and L u c y J. B i s h o p 
Nyman, died May 15. Preceding her 
in death were a brother, Robert; and 
a nephew. Surviving are two nieces 
and a number of cousins. Vera grad-
uated from the Baltimore City Hos-
pital Training School for Practical 
Nurses and worked as a practical 
nurse for 50 years. She was very 
interested in missions, supporting 
and writing letters to missionaries. 
Vera was a member of the West 
Side congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Charles 
L. Lehman officiat ing. Interment 
was in Air Hill Cemetery. 
S o l l e n b e r g e r : J a cob L e s h e r 
Sollenberger, born Mar. 17, 1917, 
son of John M. and Alice Lesher 
Sollenberger, died June 14. A broth-
er, Amos L., preceded him in death. 
S u r v i v i n g a re h i s w i f e , A d a 
(Myers); 3 daughters, Marie Starr, 
M a r g a r e t Z e a g e r , and B a r b a r a 
Yoder; 3 sons, Stanley J., James M., 
and Nelson R.; a sister, Rhode M. 
Sollenberger; a brother, Ray L.; 15 
grandchildren; and 6 great-grand-
children. A farmer all his life, Jacob 
was a member and served on the 
board of directors of Franklin Coun-
ty Beekeepers Assoc. His deep spir-
itual life was displayed in his 35 
years of Sunday school teaching, 
a t t e n d i n g r e v i v a l s , c o n d u c t i n g 
prayer meetings in his home, and 
supporting Roxbury Holiness Camp 
and C a m p Freedom. The Sollen-
bergers helped start the Searight 
Mission, serving there many years, 
as well as the West Side Church, 
where he was a member. The funer-
al was held at the Chambersburg 
church with Rev. Wilbur Benner 
and Rev. Roger N. Witter officiat-
ing. Interment was in Meyers Cem-
etery. 
Wingert: S. Ethel Wingert , a 
resident of Los Lunas, N. M„ died 
Aug. 14. She was 94 years old. Sur-
viving are a son-in-law; two grand-
children; four great-grandchildren; 
and one brother, Paul Tritt. She was 
a member of the Chambersburg , 
Pa., congregation, and later of the 
Sandia Brethren in Christ in New 
Mexico. She was active until her 
death in gardening, baking, and the 
interests of her family. The service 
was held at Valencia Valley Church 
of the Nazarene with Rev. Marvin 
White officiating. Interment was in 
Sunset Memorial Park. 




Back Row: Jon Shiery, Kevin Byma, Stephen Monserrate, Gregory Holmes, Paul McNally. 
Middle Row: Deb Hoffman, Gina Dalfanzo, Suzanne Miller, Teri Woodcock, Schinita Melvin, 
Heather Hric, Eric Houston, Robert Morris. Front Row: Sarah Neale, Russell Goodenough, 
Matthew Martin, Melissa Ferguson. 
It's a small [work] world, after all 
It was all in a day's work for 14 Mes-
siah College students visiting AMP Great 
Britain from May 13 to June 1 as part of 
a three-week, cross-cultural course in the 
United Kingdom. The course, "Work, 
Professions and Culture," was organized 
and led by Dr. Donna Dentler, associate 
dean for international programs, and Deb 
Hoffman, director of career development. 
Students experienced an international 
curriculum balanced with a mix of class-
room and on-the-job training. During the 
first week of the course, lectures from 
British professors at the American Uni-
versity of London and the University of 
Greenwich broadened students' perspec-
tives on the work ethic and culture of the 
United States and the United Kingdom. 
The second week, students experienced 
those cultural differences first-hand by 
staying with British families while work-
ing in British organizations. In the work-
place, students "shadowed" British pro-
fessionals in a field of their interest, going 
to meetings, observing workplace proto-
col, working side-by-side and immersing 
themselves in workplace culture. Student 
assignments included placements with a 
British Olympic Team physician, the 
BBC, and the Royal Navy aboard HMS 
Exeter. 
Senior Sch in i t i a Melv in , a spor ts 
medicine major, cared for patients at the 
London Bridge Clinic. She commented, 
"I had an absolutely great time in Great 
Britain; it was an enlightening experience. 
Besides, how many people at my age can 
say that they went to England and worked 
in their major alongside a British Olympic 
Team physician?" 
The students concluded their visit by 
traveling to AMP's headquarters in Stan-
more, to hear presenta t ions by Keith 
Drysdale, AMP's vice president and gen-
eral manager; Russell Goodenough, direc-
tor of human resources and Dave Dentler, 
d i r ec to r of i n f o r m a t i o n sy s t ems fo r 
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. 
Dr. Donna Dentler summarized the 
trip's significance by saying, "I think that 
in today's global society, employers are 
looking more and more critically at stu-
dents' ability to function in the interna-
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tional marketplace. With less than one 
percent of American college students hav-
ing studied abroad, our students who have 
had an experience combining both cul-
tural unders tanding and profess ional 
exper ience become much more mar-
ketable. I don't know of any other pro-
gram in the United States integrating the 
cross-cultural component with the pro-
fessional component." • 
Messiah College - sponsored 
OVERSEAS TOUR 1997 
BEST OF BRITAIN & IRELAND 
IN HOSTED BY PRESIDENT & MRS. SAWATSKY 
VISIT ENGLAND, IRELAND, SCOTLAND & 
WALES 
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 
L O N D O N , B A T H , B L A R N E Y C A S T L E , 
D U B L I N , E D I N B U R G H , S T R A T F O R D - U P O N 
A V O N , O X F O R D , A N D M O R E . 
1 6 DAYS - JULY 24-JULY 9 , 1 9 9 7 
C O S T : 1 2 , 9 8 9 FROM HARRISBURG, PA. 
C O N T A C T G L E N N G A N O E , T O U R C O O R D I N A T O R , AT ( 7 1 7 ) 6 9 1 - 6 0 1 9 FOR A B R O C H U R E . 
FUTURE T O U R S 
1 9 9 8 - G U L F OF ALASKA CRUISE 
1 9 9 9 - T H E E X O D U S 











"Don't be surprised if the 
place where God wants to 
use you involves an area 
where you are weak. 
(Luke Keefer Jr.) 
"Entire sanctification 
means saying, 'It all 
belongs to you, Lord. 
(Darius Salter) 
Words on paper cannot adequately 
communicate the full atmosphere of a 
strong and vibrant 
camp meeting, but 
these three quota-
t ions by s o m e of 
our s p e a k e r s can 
help you sense the 
spir i tual dynamic 
that made our 1996 
camp meeting a significant time of draw-
ing near to God. 
"Living Sacrif ices" was the theme, 
with a strong emphasis on the importance 
and privilege of presenting ourselves in 
total consecration to God so that he can 
work out his will in our lives. Romans 
12:1 was the biblical basis for this theme. 
A new feature this year was the Junior 
High Camp, daily sessions for students 
entering sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. 
Liz Brown led these sess ions on the 
t h e m e s of "R igh t f r o m W r o n g " and 
"Great Heroes of the Faith." The youth 
made bracelets of a leather strip threaded 
with colored beads represen t ing the 
"wordless" plan of salvation. They assem-
bled 800 of these 
bracelets, one for each 
s tudent at the Ma topo 
School in Z i m b a b w e , 
and additional bracelets 
for children in Honduras. 
The youth also collected 
o f f e r i n g s of 
$1,207 to provide a New Tes-
tament for each s tudent at 
Matopo and for some of the 
students at Mtshabezi. 
The Children's Camp was 
led by David and Charlotte 
Frederick with assistance from 
Cha r lo t t e ' s sister , Beverly 
Replogle. Using the theme "I 
Dare You," the leaders gave a 
c lear cha l lenge to l ive for 
Christ. The offering project was that of 
providing school supplies and other edu-
cational expenses for Mike and Sherry 
Holland's three children, Sarah, Victoria 
and Alex. The Hollands are missionaries 
in Venezuela. The total amount collected 
for this project was $2,657. 
David Er isman and Amy Garman 
were the directors of the Teen Camp with 
Dave giving wise, balanced input and 
Amy contributing enthusiasm, spice and 
zany humor. New Light, a ministry team 
from Messiah College, provided music, 
dorm counse-
lors, and other 
helpful partic-
ipation. Steve 
S c h e l l i n , the 
youth pastor at 
the Church of 
Christ in Chris-
tian Union in 
Lancaster, Ohio, 
was the guest 
speaker. He re-
lated exceptionally well to the teens and 
spent a lot of time in conversation with 
individual teens. 
For the evening services our co-evan-
"God has given you 
the power to choose. 
Even though you may 
have been victimized, 
you don't need to 
remain the victim." 
(Steve Moore) 
On Sunday afternoon, August 4, there was a special ground-
breaking ceremony for the C. B. Byers Conference Center, a new 
facility for lodging, retreats, and conferences, to be built on the 
southwest section of the campgrounds. Because of the difficulty of 
moving 1,000 people from the tabernacle to the site for a ground-
breaking, the camp leaders brought the ground to the tabernacle! 
Specifically, they brought in a wheelbarrow of soil from the site. 
Nelson Byers (right) and Ann Shelley (with trowel), two of Bish-
op Byers' children, each turned a gardening trowel full of soil. 
Excavation and grading for the conference center has begun. 
After further fund raising, the center itself will be built. 
"Catch the Vision " is the current capital fund drive of Roxbury 
Holiness Camp. The goal of this drive is to raise $1.5 million for 
two major projects: John Rosenberry Commons, a kitchen and 
dining facility which has been completed and is in use; and the C. 
B. Byers Conference Center. Eugene Heidler, the president of 
Roxbury Holiness Camp, reports that to date over $1.1 million has 
been raised for this drive. 
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gelists provided a varied and balanced 
ministry of preaching. Luke Keefer, Jr. 
gave in-depth messages about Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, showing the Shepherd's 
character and compassion and calling on 
everyone to let the Shepherd work his 
transformation in us. Darius Salter, Asso-
ciate Professor of Christian Preaching and 
Pastoral Theology at Nazarene Theolog-
ical S e m i n a r y in Kansas Ci ty , Mo. , 
preached in a way that was biblical, vig-
orous, energetic, and powerful. 
Our gues t speaker fo r the second 
weekend was John W. Conley, President 
of Circleville Bible College in Ohio. His 
message on "The Simple Meanings of 
Sanctification" was a clear and instructive 
explanation of various uses of the word 
"sanctification" in the New Testament. 
Steve Moore, from Kingdom Building 
Ministries, was guest speaker on Missions 
Day and the two following days. 
The music ministry team for the main 
part of the camp meeting consisted of 
Allen Mowery as organist and Tim and 
Esther Dotson. Tim was song leader; 
Esther provided accompaniment on the 
electronic keyboard. They sang duets and 
occasionally sang trios with their four-
year-old daughter Sharlenee; they also 
played trumpet and saxophone. 
The camp meeting attenders were gen-
erous in financial giving. The goal for 
operational expenses was $54,500; the 
amount received was $55,360. The goal 
for the capital and maintenance fund was 
$55,000; the amount actually received in 
cash and faith promises was $49,187. The 
offering on Missions Day was $90,275. 
Roxbury Holiness Camp continues 
because of the volunteer help given by 
hundreds of people. This year the camp 
honored Leroy and Dorothy Bert for their 
30 years of service as coordinators of the 
snack bar. The Camp Director presented 
the Berts with a plaque and the crowd 
gave a standing ovation. The Berts report 
that in recent years the snack bar staff 
prepared about 1,000 milkshakes during 
each camp meeting. In honoring the Berts 
we honor all those volunteers who make 
the camp meeting possible. 
The dates for the 1997 camp meeting 
will be August 1-10. Evangelists will be 
Charles Killian, of Asbury Theological 
Seminary, and Jack McClane, Executive 
Director of Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions. Guest speaker for the second week-
end will be Steve Seamands, professor at 
Asbury Theological Seminary. Music 




Evangel Press recently held a photo 
contest to gather photos for the 1997 
Brethren in Christ Vision Calendar. The 
1997 calendar will feature four-color pic-
tures selected from the.various entries. 
The first place entry was submitted by 
Eric and Wanda Royer of Mill Hall, Pa. 
The Royers will receive the first prize 
award of $50. Their photo will be fea-
tured on the cover of the 1997 Vision Cal-
endar. 
The second place entry was submitted 
by Trudy McClane of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. She will receive a check 
for $25. 
Third place winners each will receive 
a $10 check. Their photos will be used 
through out the 1997 Vision Calendar. 
Evangel Press thanks all those who 
participated in the photo contest. Look 
for the winning photographs featured in 
the 1997 Vision Calendar, which will be 
delivered in November. We sincerely 
hope that you enjoy the new and im-
proved denominational calendar. Most 
calendar orders are being handled through 
Brethren in Christ congregations. Indi-
vidual copies are avai lab le at $2 .90 
(U.S.), plus shipping costs. If you have 
not ordered your calendars, call Evangel 
Press at (800) 253-9315. • 
Use this form to renew your subscription or give a gift 
You may subscribe (or renew) through your local congregation during the Visitor 
fall subscription campaign. Or mail the following information, along with a check, 
to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
I.D. Number (from your mailing label)_ Today's Date: 
Your Name__ 
Address 
City St/Pr Postal Code 
Check one: 
• New subscription for yourself $10.25 ($12.25 Cdn) 
• One-year renewal for yourself $12.00 ($14.50 Cdn) 
• Two-year renewal for yourself $21.50 ($26.50 Cdn) 
• Three-year renewal for yourself $30.00 ($38.50 Cdn) 
• Five-year renewal for yourself $48.00 ($60.00 Cdn) 
• LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION $180.00 ($225.00 Cdn) 
• Please send a gift subscription $10.25 ($12.25 Cdn) to: 
Name 
Address 
City St/Pr Postal Code 
10/96 






especially for you: 
the EVANGELICAL VISITOR. 
Every month, the EVANGELICAL VISITOR brings you... 
• feature articles on timely themes 
• inspiring "Special People" or Congregational Snap Shot stories 
%/news of Brethren in Christ Missions around the world 
• regular columnists 
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II 
Qiscipleship for the 21st Century 
A U.S. Christian 
in the voting booth 
(With sincere apologies 
to Canadian and 
overseas readers) 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
This is being written just after Labor 
Day weekend. Here in the States, we have 
seen the political conventions and heard 
all the rhetoric. There will be much more, 
and by the time these words are pub-
lished, the U.S. presidential election will 
be just a few weeks away. 
What's a Christian in the United States 
to do? How do we best express our Chris-
tian discipleship during this time when 
the country chooses the President who 
will be in office for the first year of the 
21 st century? 
Some of us speak as if the question 
has an obvious answer—a "no brainer," 
not requiring much reflection nor hesita-
tion: we should obviously vote for Dole, 
because of Clinton's position on abortion, 
his actions regarding homosexuality, and 
the widespread perception that he and his 
he lpers genera l ly l ive l ives of loose 
morals when it comes to sex, substance 
abuse, and financial dealings. 
Others of us are wrestling with the 
choice. We are troubled by the issues of 
personal morality and integrity mentioned 
above. But the same concern for Christian 
standards of personal integrity cause us to 
note that, unlike Clinton, Dole is divorced 
from his first wife (as are Newt Gingrich 
and Ronald Reagan). Are we to say that 
permanence of marriage is no longer an 
important virtue? As for substance abuse, 
we are greatly troubled by Dole's tolerant 
attitude toward the huge tobacco industry, 
wh ich is the U.S . c o u n t e r p a r t to an 
in te rna t iona l d rug car te l , marke t ing 
addicting, harmful products. We under-
stand, of course, that the tobacco industry 
uses huge sums of money to influence 
political and legislative outcomes. 
But beyond matters of personal char-
acter and issues of personal behavior, 
there are issues of national policy, matters 
of societal organization and direction, 
which also need careful scrutiny. On two 
such issues, Mr. Clinton has this summer 
given reason for increased dis-inclination 
by Christians to cast a vote for him. His 
veto of the ban on "partial birth abortion" 
should be regarded with dismay if not 
outrage by Christians. (That ban, if enact-
ed, would have allowed the use of the 
procedure in the rare case where the 
mother's life is in danger.) Julie Polter, 
writing in Sojourners magazine (July-
August 1996) raises the question: "If we 
can't say no to something as gruesome 
as this, then to what will we say no?" 
The second issue wherein Clinton has 
recently exhibited moral failure is wel-
fare reform. By signing the legislation 
Some of us speak as 
if the question has 
an obvious answer— 
a "no brainer;" not 
requiring much 
reflection nor 
hesitation: we should 
obviously vote for... 
passed by Congress, he caved in to polit-
ical pressure, and established a policy not 
of welfare reform, but of welfare reduc-
tion, without securing initiatives to assure 
the poor that there will be opportunity for 
self-sustenance upon termination of the 
welfare system's benefits. From what one 
hears in public discourse, such as radio 
talk shows and letters to newspaper edi-
tors, one gets the feeling that the public 
clamor for such legislation is motivated, 
not out of genuine desire for the better-
ment of the poor, but out of selfish desire 
to "keep more of my hard-earned dol-
lars." Many deserving but disadvantaged 
people will suffer increased hardship 
because of this legislation. 
Mr. Dole and the Republican party are 
not free of guilt of the national sin being 
perpetrated upon the poor. They crafted 
the legislation signed by the President. In 
addition, they concluded that with the 
savings from this welfare "reform," the 
budget can now bear an across-the-board 
tax cut, which Mr. Dole advocates should 
be 15 percent. This proposal would obvi-
ously benefit (at least in the short run) 
persons who are already making it well 
enough to incur a tax liability. It will ben-
efit most those whose income is large 
enough to create the largest tax liabili-
ties. It will be of no benefit to those poor 
enough to have no tax liability. President 
R e a g a n ' s " s u p p l y s i d e " e c o n o m i c s 
showed that its benefits trickle up rather 
than down. To call this an across-the-
board tax cut is a cruel misnomer, by 
which Christians should not be deceived. 
The Bible is clear that God despises 
societies which treat the poor with disre-
gard. Old Testament Israelite society was 
structured to provide special attention and 
opportunities for the poor, such as glean-
ing, lower interest when lending to the 
poor, and the privilege to purchase food at 
prices yielding no profit to the seller (per-
haps the equivalent of a food stamp pro-
gram). Many Christians who know the 
Scriptures and take them seriously are 
concerned about the consequences upon 
the United States if the recent welfare leg-
islation and the proposed 15 percent tax 
cut become the threshold from which the 
nation steps into the 21st century. 
So what 's a Christian in the United 
States to do when either presidential can-
didate seems unsuitable for reasons per-
taining to personal morality or to societal 
morality? Let me suggest that one can be 
salt and light while withholding his or her 
vote in the 1996 presidential race. In the 
present setting, we can be more prophet-
ic to our society if we are less associated 
with either party. We can participate in 
other voting as seems appropriate, espe-
cially in local affairs. 
By sitting this one out, we can reassert 
our independence from the powers of this 
world and our priority allegiance to the 
kingdom of God and to our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
Samuel Brubaker is a physician living in 
Arcanum, Ohio. 
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Naders J^espond 
Thank you for printing the article enti-
tled "In the presence of my enemies" by 
Virginia Anderson (July 1996 issue). 
Since 1990 I have been praying that 
God would restore respect for his person 
and his great name that guided our Breth-
ren in Christ forefathers Samuel and John 
Hess through the stormy sea in 1717 to 
settle in Lancaster County and then to 
worship in what we know as the Pequea 
Church. 
Now [in this article] I read of the tor-
ment of a soul of a Christian to vote in an 
unfriendly legal government. How appro-
priate. just 76 days before we have an 
election which will form our government 
for the next four years. Unlike Rudolf 
Heimann (in the article) we have many 
parties from which to select our govern-
ment. 
Our problem is not, "How can I as a 
Christian pastor vote for an atheist in gov-
ernment?" Ours is, should we vote and 
for whom? We need the motivation that 
brought the Hesses here to worship God 
and vote accordingly. 
Unlike Rudolf Heimann and our fore-
fathers, we have a choice to vote. We 
must decide: (1) should I vote or permit 
the God-opposing forces to create our 
government? (2) accept our government 
as it is and vote the present government in 
power voting without God in mind, or, 
(3) vote intellectually, knowing what one 
votes for and who fears God, and who 
will restore our religious freedom. 
A. Hess Brubaker 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Although currently attending an Evan-
gelical Free Church, my wife and I enjoy 
receiving the Evangelical Visitor every 
month to keep up with the news and 
events of the Brethren in Christ Church. It 
was with great interest that I read the 
August 1996 issue of the Visitor, since it 
covered events at General Conference. 
However , I was d is turbed by two 
thoughts that permeated some of the pub-
lished letters from the conference dele-
gates and attendees. 
First, one of the attendees felt that they 
should "grieve our whiteness." What does 
this mean? Does this mean that I should 
grieve the fact that I am a Caucasian 
male? I hope not! I believe the Brethren in 
Christ Church, although predominately 
Caucasian in membership, has a long his-
tory of ministering to peoples of different 
ethnic and racial backgrounds through-
out the world. According to the 1993 edi-
tion of the Operation World prayer book 
by Patrick J. Johnstone, the Brethren in 
Christ Church has one of the largest 
Protestant church memberships in Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. Within the United States 
and Canada, the Brethren in Christ 
Church has missionaries that minister to 
Native Americans on the Navajo Mission 
Project and French Canadians in Quebec 
City, Quebec. These are just a few exam-
ples of ministries to other ethnic groups. I 
think on closer examination, one can see 
that the Brethren in Christ Church has a 
diverse worldwide membership. 
Is there more that can be done to reach 
other ethnic groups in North America and 
the rest of the world? The answer is, of 
course! That is why I am excited to see 
the participation of many Brethren in 
Christ men in the Promise Keepers meet-
ings throughout the country. This min-
istry exhorts men to "reach beyond any 
racial and denominational barriers to 
demonstrate the power of biblical unity." 
Secondly, I was disturbed that a few of 
the attendees criticized the General Con-
ference for its apparent lack of the use of 
"inclusive language" and lack of women 
in leadership roles. Are we going to be 
reduced as a body of Christ to counting 
how many men versus women are speak-
ing at a worship service or General Con-
ference session? At the next General Con-
ference, is there going to be someone in 
charge of counting how many male pro-
nouns versus how many "gender inclu-
sive" pronouns are used to describe God? 
I am particularly disturbed that one 
conference attendee is discouraged "that 
only men served communion," and did 
not believe "that having a female deliver 
the communion sermon 'makes up' for 
such an oversight." Was this particular 
communion service "null and void" 
because there weren't any women serving 
communion? It does not matter to me if a 
man or a woman serves and delivers the 
communion message. Communion is a 
time of examining one's self before God, 
not a time to count the male/female dis-
tribution in the leadership of a service. 
All of this shows me that we are 
becoming a society and a culture more 
concerned about the gender and race of 
our leaders than the character of our lead-
ers and the content of their message. Is 
this attitude prevalent in the Brethren in 
Christ Church? 
Over the last seven years I have had 
the privilege of being a part of an Epis-
copal congregation in suburban Philadel-
phia and more recently, a Presbyterian 
(USA) congregation in Cincinnati. Both 
the Episcopal and the Presbyterian (USA) 
denominations have struggled for years 
with issues such as "inclusive language" 
and gender roles. What has this struggle 
accomplished for these denominations? 
A church leadership out of touch with 
congregations that are becoming increas-
ingly confused, frustrated, and in need of 
strong biblical leadership! 
My hope and prayer is that the Breth-
ren in Christ Church does not go down 
the same path as these denominations. 
My hope and prayer is also that we can 
enter a church or communion service or a 
General Conference session without 
focusing on the gender and race of the 
person speaking or leading worship, but 
instead focusing on our Almighty Father 
who created us as one in Christ Jesus. 
Darren J. Asper 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 








Looking at "Humble" 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit [the 
humble] for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en" (Matthew 5:3). 
Jesus could hardly have made a more 
startling beginning to the Sermon on the 
Mount. To a world that exalts pride and 
riches, Jesus announces that the "poor in 
spirit" are exalted by God. The humble of 
heart are the ones that really have their act 
together where it matters most—a per-
son's relationship with the Savior. 
Poverty of spirit is the fundamental 
characteristic of a Christian. No one ever 
entered the kingdom of God through 
pride; Christ's kingdom is entered via the 
highway of humility. We cannot enter the 
kingdom without an attitude of true 
humility, and we cannot grow spiritually 
without it once we're in. We might as 
well expect fruit to grow without a tree asV 
to expect the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23) to be developed in our lives 
without humility. It's not possible. Pover-
ty of spirit is the foundation of all spiritu-
al blessings (Proverbs 18:12; Eph. 4:1-
3). Jesus begins his sermon this way 
because to be "poor in spirit" is the criti-
cal a t t i tude necessary in sa lvat ion 
(Matthew 23:12; James 1:21; 4:6) and 
spiritual growth. 
The Greek language has two words for 
"poor." One is penes, which describes a 
person who works for a living, but strug-
gles to make ends meet. There are few, if 
any, luxuries; the basic needs of life are 
barely met. The other word for "poor" is 
ptochos and describes not the person who 
has nothing extra, but the person who has 
literally nothing at all, one who is com-
pletely destitute. Ptochos means "to 
cower", "to crouch", "to tremble" and 
was used by the Greeks to describe deep, 
abject poverty—someone who was in 
imminent danger of starvation, one re-
duced to beggary. In fact, this same word 
is used to describe the beggar, Lazarus, in 
Luke 16:20. Ptochos then is not just poor, 
but begging poor, and describes someone 
who is totally dependent on the gifts of 
others to survive. These are persons who 
have no resources in themselves and who 
must turn to a source beyond themselves 
to survive. 
Behind this Greek word ptochos there 
are two Hebrew words for poor (ebion 
and ani) which were used to describe peo-
ple who have nothing on earth and so 
have to come to put their complete and 
total trust in God. Let me paraphrase. 
When Jesus says, "Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en," he is saying: "Blessed are the spiri-
tual paupers; blessed are the ones who 
admit they are spiritually bankrupt in the 
sight of God and look to Christ to meet 
their heart's need. They will know God's 
blessing." The blessed person is one who 
is conscious of a deep-seated spiritual 
need, and who is utterly certain that in 
Christ and Christ alone that need can be 
supplied. 
In the New Testament, the spiritually 
poor are those who realize their own spir-
itual destitution and the wealth of the rich-
es of God's grace in Christ. The tax-gath-
erer in Luke 18:9-14 is an example of this 
spirit. The Pharisee, proud in spirit, trust-
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ed in himself that he was righteous and 
viewed others with contempt. The tax-
gatherer, poor in spirit, put no confidence 
in his own flesh, but instead trusted in 
God. Jesus said that the tax-gatherer 
"went down to his house justified (right 
with God) rather that the other" (Luke 
18:14). The "poor in spirit" have a right 
view of sin, self, and the Savior. They 
know about confession and repentance. 
They know, as Charles Wesley (1707-
1788) wrote in "Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul," that "Just and holy is thy name; I 
am all unrighteousness. False and full of 
sin I am; thou art full of grace and truth." 
When we admit our deep-seated need for 
Christ and embrace him, it is not the end 
but the beginning. The new nature begins 
with poverty of spirit and grows in the 
same soil. 
Practically, to be "poor is spirit" is to 
be truly subject to Christ; willing to be 
governed by Christ. This is a person 
whose spirit is bent in willing submission 
to the King. The result? "This is the king-
dom of heaven." They know the rule and 
reign of Christ in their life. They know 
grace now and will know full and com-
plete glory later. 
The secret to humility is being preoc-
cupied with the Savior, not self. As we 
look on the beauty and holiness of Christ, 
there is a corresponding loss of pride and 
rebellion that characterizes the natural 
person. (See Peter's reaction as he real-
izes more fully who Jesus was in Luke 
5:1-8.) 
How can we know if we are "poor in 
spirit?" 
1. We will be more and more occu-
pied with Christ and his glory, and 
less and less with self (Col. 3:1). 
2. We will be lost in the wonder of 
Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). 
3. We will be content in circum-
stances (ouch!). 
4. We will see the excellencies of 
others. 
5. We will spend time in prayer 
(1 Thess. 5:17). 
6. We will take Christ on his terms, 
not ours (Phil. 3:8). Those who 
are poor in spirit give up anything 
to get Christ. 
7. We will praise and thank God for 
his grace (Eph. 5:20; 1 Thess. 5:18). 
The "poor in spirit" are the ones who 
say with the hymnwriter, "Nothing in my 
hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling." 
Rick and Bonnie Mailloux and their fami-
ly live near Goshen, hid. 
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Dear Paul, 
What a night! My ears are still ringing from a concert at the 
county fair tonight. I know I'm probably too old for this, but 
what sheer joy it was to be in the midst of thousands of 
teenagers (and some old fogies like myself) going absolutely 
bonkers for Jesus. It was one of the most unapologetic displays 
of love for the Savior that I've seen in some time. It was 
incredibly refreshing—and fun beyond belief. More than any-
thing, it reminded me of the extreme counter-culture nature of 
this faith we espouse. God knows that's a reminder I need 
from time to time. 
I still don't know how this Christian band was included in a 
concert series sponsored by Budweiser beer and the local 
newspaper, but it's one of those ironies best left in the hands of 
the Lord. Anyway, God has never been 
beyond turning the world on its head 
when he needs to make a point. The 
point is that Jesus was lifted up, high 
and exalted, before every size and color 
of kid imaginable. 
There they were—long-hairs and 
buzzed, bleached and braided, pierced 
and tie-dyed, all bouncing and swaying 
to the music, dancing in the aisles, rais-
ing their hands and screaming out the 
lyrics with one voice: 
What will people think when 
they hear that I'm a Jesus 
freak? What will people do 
when they find that it's true? I 
don't really care if they label 
me a Jesus freak, 'cause there 
ain 't no disguising the truth. 
There's a beauty in taking a derogatory term and embracing 
it. "Jesus freak" is one of the most pejorative terms used for 
Christians—in my generation, anyway. Originally it was used 
to describe the hippies that were coming to Christ in droves in 
the late sixties and early seventies. I've heard it used almost 
exclusively since then by non-believers to label believers who 
were extraordinarily committed to their faith. "You aren't one 
of them Jesus freaks, are you?" It's not unlike our spiritual 
forebears who were labeled in different eras Anabaptists (Re-
baptizers), Dunkers (as in "in the river"), and "born-again 
Christians." All became designations that defined us as "out-
siders" in relation to the rest of the world. They are descrip-
tions we not only came to accept, but ones which we eventual-
ly adopted as a part of our rich spiritual heritage. 
As I stood there in the midst of that glorious confessing 
throng, doing my best to sway and clap and sing at the same 
time (no small task for this white boy), it occurred to me that 
what I was experiencing was a holy moment. The members of 
the band were doing more than just cranking out some excel-
lent rock and roll. They were actually leading us in a liturgy by 
which we were acknowledging our other-worldliness and our 
absolute opposition to the values of contemporary culture. It was 
as if together we had come to the realization that this world had 
nothing to offer us—that following Jesus was everything, and 
that if that made us freaks in the world's eyes, then so be it. 
People say I'm strange. Does it make me a stranger? 
That my best friend was born in a manger... 
The concert did more than get my juices flowing. It also got 
me thinking. Chances are I've become just a bit too comfortable 
in my relationship with the world. I'm not as much of a Jesus 
freak as I used to be. I'm not talking here about the externals— 
about hair and dress and dancing and movies. No, I'm talking 
about the values that I have always felt have made us stand out 
as a distinctive, prophetic Christian com-
munity. It seems as if our swim in the 
mainstream has watered down some of 
the convictions which have always been 
hallmarks of our heritage as a church: our 
care and concern for the poor; a peace 
position that affirms both corporate and 
individual non-resistance; a pro-life ethic 
that values all human life; the affirmation 
and encouragement of women in ministry; 
a commitment to racial reconciliation. 
The music tonight was at once enter-
taining and energizing. But far beyond 
that, it was a wake-up call for any of us 
who have ever considered ourselves "rad-
ical Christians"—a principled people his-
torically known for being totally sold-out 
for the Lord, wholly committed to follow-
ing the Sermon on the Mount and living 
as God's kingdom here on earth. The message to me was that 
Jesus freaks stand up and stand out, they're visible and vocal. 
They're the salt of the earth and the light of the world. And they 
stick to biblical principles no matter what the cost. 
The concert was also an indictment of "stealth Christianity"— 
the kind that we all sense is "out there," but that no one is really 
picking up on their radar. It was a time for me to confess anew 
that being a Christian means more than just saying I'm a Chris-
tian. It means standing up for biblical values even when they 
aren't popular with modern culture—be it secular or Christian. 
I don't really care if they label me a Jesus freak, 
'cause there ain't no disguising the truth. 
As the lights went down, and the music came up, all of a sud-
den I realized how really wonderful it felt to raise my voice 
along with thousands of jamming kids 20 years my junior and 
confess with them that I'm proud to be a "freak for Jesus." 
I must admit, as well, that for seventy-five minutes it also just 
felt good to rock and roll. 
Your fellow Jesus freak, 
O . 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
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Focusing 
our vision 
by W. Edward Rickman 
"I can't get my eyes focused! I 'm hav-
ing a terrible time trying to read! I must 
get my eyes checked!" 
These were the words of my father 
several months ago when he began to 
notice a marked difference in the quality 
of his vision. A visit to his doctor quick-
ly confirmed that there was a problem. 
But the good news was that the problem 
could be corrected. A surgical procedure 
could potentially restore his vision. 
The procedure was scheduled and 
completed as an out-patient with very lit-
tle discomfort involved. In just one week 
the doctor confirmed that my fa ther ' s 
vision in that eye had been restored to 
20/20. What was involved? 
In simple terms, the surgical proce-
dure involved the removal of the old lens 
t i s sue wh ich had been d a m a g e d by 
cataract growth. New lens material was 
inserted to replace the old. The result was, 
at age 82, his vision was restored. 
I have been reminded through this 
experience that the church also needs a 
renewal of vision if we are to effectively 
focus on the needs of the people, the 
communities, and the world for which we 
are responsible. How can that be accom-
plished? 
Recognizing the clouded vision ' 
Many years ago, I learned in school 
that if you were to place a frog in a pot of 
cold water and slowly increase the heat, 
the frog would eventually die from the 
heat wi thout ever recogniz ing that a 
change was occurring which required a 
life-saving response. 
Many things can gradually affect our 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
lives, and we often require rather severe 
discomfort or distraction before we are 
compelled to respond. Our eyesight or 
vision is one of those things. Several dis-
eases work that way, and can even be 
fatal when the early warning signs are 
ignored. 
The same is true with our spiritual 
vision. Even though we know the serious 
consequences of any failure to fulfill the 
Great Commission, there are so many dis-
tractions which cloud our vision and dull 
our sensitivities to the ultimate task: 
1. We become so engrossed in build-
ing and maintaining our own comfortable 
lifestyles, we tend to lose our focus on 
the fact that God-given resources need to 
be dedicated to the fulf i l lment of the 
Great Commission. It 's easy to ignore the 
The church needs a renewal 
of vision if we are to effectively 
focus on the needs of the 
people, the communities, 
and the world for which 
we are responsible. 
scriptural directive to "not be conformed 
to this world" by justifying our lifestyles 
by community standards. When vision is 
dimmed, our giving is diminished. 
2. We can become so busy in trying to 
stop the tide of evil that we forget to res-
cue the victims. Our sensitivity to the 
"lostness" of the "beautiful," "happy," 
and "comfortable" people around us has 
been diluted because we forget about the 
eternal consequences. When we lose the 
sensitivity of the "lostness" of people 
without Christ, our vision for evangelism 
is clouded. 
3. On the other hand, we can be so 
focused on evangelizing and sending that 
we neglect the preparation and sta-
bilizing force of discipleship to 
make new Christians victori-
ous and effective witnesses. 
The bottom line is that 
nothing is going to change 
until we individually, as well 
as corporately, recognize, 
accept, and admit that our 
vision is not what it ought to 
be. 
Submitting to God's 
surgical solution 
When we admit there is a problem, 
there are basically two options: (1) we 
can continue to live with the problem; or 
(2) we can submit to the obvious solu-
tion. 
Although most of us would agree that 
we need to catch a new vision for doing 
God's work, the fact is that it will only 
happen as individuals like you and me 
submit ourselves to God by praying: "Let 
it begin in me!" It 's hard to make our-
selves so vulnerable as submitting to a 
surgical procedure because there is: 
• uncertainty 
• lack of control 
• risk 
• potential change 
On the other hand, it 's impossible for 
us to pray for renewal of vision in the 
church without submitting ourselves to 
God's scrutiny of our personal vision and 
praying, "Fulfill the renewal vision in 
me!" 
Trading our old lenses for new 
When the vision is blurred because the 
lens of the eye has become clouded, new 
glasses—no matter how strong—will not 
correct the problem. The old lens must 
be removed and a new one inserted. 
What we need in our spiritual lives is 
to experience a Holy Spirit surgery which 
will transform our vision. 
I am reminded of the words of the 
Psalmist: "Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me" (Ps. 51:10). 
My prayer for the church is that God 
will begin to restore the vision in each of 
our personal lives as we submit to the 
"sending" eye of God and commit our-
selves to his ability and willingness to 
restore and renew our passion for the ful-
fillment of his work in us and the church. 
And, I pray, "Lord, let it begin with 
me! Give me 20/20 vision for fulfilling 
'250 Growing, Discipling, and Sending 
Congregations by A.D. 2000."' 
W. Edward Rickman recently served the 
church as executive director of the Board for 
Stewardship Services. In mid-October he 
assumed his new responsibilities as president 
ofVernard College in University Park, Iowa. 
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For decades, "reading, 'riting, and 'rithmetic" has been 
the classic phrase referring to the curriculum in public 
and private schools. But are there an equivalent "three 
R's" for the teaching ministry of the church? I suggest 
there are: "Ruth, Romans, and Revelation." 
Ruth is a short story sandwiched between the books of 
Judges and 1 Samuel in the Old Testament. But these four 
chapters of narrative contain a fascinating wealth of 
themes. Although a "foreigner" whose Jewish husband 
died, Ruth nevertheless was committed to Naomi, her 
mother-in-law; expressed faith in God; and experienced 
grace at the hand of Boaz, her kinsman-redeemer. As a 
result, Ruth became an ancestor of Jesus Christ, the Mes-
siah. The book of Ruth, then, can symbolize the various 
stories in the Bible, the "facts and figures" which represent 
the basic building blocks of Bible knowledge. 
Romans is the most theological of Paul's letters to the 
early church, and builds an intellectual bridge between 
the Covenant made with Abraham and the New Covenant 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The book of Romans details the 
sinfulness of humanity, the salvation provided through 
Christ, and the new life we live in the Spirit. The book of 
Romans speaks of integrating biblical knowledge with life 
application. 
Revelation, though filled with vivid images which are 
often frustrating to understand, is the last book in the Bible 
(in more ways than one). It provides a foreboding glimpse 
into the future: plagues, beasts, and battles. But the book 
begins and ends with a vision of Jesus, and culminates with 
the great invitation, "Come!" The book of Revelation 
clearly speaks of God who is in control of an otherwise 
chaotic world, bringing all things to a conclusion in Jesus 
Christ. 
It is crucial for elementary school students to master 
reading, 'riting, and 'rithmetic if they are to have any hope 
of understanding more complex subjects. Likewise, all 
Christians need to be thoroughly grounded in basic bibli-
Ruth, Romans, and Revelation 
cal knowledge (represented by Ruth), understand how the 
truths found in the Bible can be applied in their daily lives 
(Romans), and live in the assurance that God is in control 
of what otherwise often appears to be an out-of-control 
world (Revelation). 
Maurice Irwin, editor of Alliance Life (published by 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance) recently detailed 
the importance of believers being grounded in biblical 
truth. He wrote: "North Americans seem ready to ignore 
the very great dangers associated with doctrinal ignorance 
and biblical illiteracy. People who do not have a thorough 
knowledge of Bible truth lack a foundation upon which to 
stand amid life's difficulties and confusion. People with lit-
tle theological understanding generally are people of shal-
low commitment to the Lord. 
"People lacking theological understanding are vulner-
able to false teaching and to religious fads. They often are 
inconsistent in their response to biblical standards con-
cerning conduct. They are not able to defend the Christian 
faith against detractors. They generally cannot adequately 
explain the Christian faith to others." 
Irwin suggested a couple of solutions: "What about a 
School of the Bible at the church on Sunday night? The 
pastor can dust off his nearly forgotten volumes of Sys-
tematic Theology and develop some important studies. 
What about serious efforts to revitalize the Sunday school? 
Maybe part of the Sunday school's decline is due to benign 
neglect." 
The Brethren in Christ vision statement calls for "250 
Growing, Discipling, Sending Congregations by A.D. 
2000." In order for that to happen, we must be deliberate 
and creative in our teaching ministries. Pastors and con-
gregational leaders need to evaluate their Christian educa-
tion programs and pulpit ministries. Are members of your 
congregation growing in their understanding of biblical 
truths represented by the "three R's" of "Ruth, Romans, 
and Revelation"? G 
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wounds.. / / 
by A. Graybill Brubaker 
he pastor was surprised to see Lula sitting in the early 
service. Her place had been conspicuously empty at mid-
week prayer meeting. She was very ill and her wound, which 
had not healed for years, was bleeding again. The doctor had 
said that she must stay at home and rest. Yet here she was. 
When sharing time came, Lula (Asper) Couch stood up to 
give testimony. "In my annual reading through the Bible, I 
am reading in the book of Jeremiah. On Friday I came to this 
verse (Jer. 30:17): 'For I will restore health unto thee, and I 
will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord. ' When I read 
those words, a sensation went through my body. 
"I knew that the Lord had touched me. One nurse has 
been dressing my wound for more than two years. She had 
told me that there was no hope for healing except for a major 
operation, and my doctor tells me that he will not operate 
due to my physical condition. When the nurse dressed it 
yesterday, she was amazed at its radical improvement. I told 
her of God's promise to me of the previous day." 
Lula was in her usual place at the next mid-week prayer 
meeting. She could hardly wait for testimony time. When it 
came, she showed a square of cloth with her name on it. This 
was her testimony: "I got a letter f rom my niece, Norma 
Ross, this week. She had been at Roxbury Camp in Pennsyl-
vania on Friday when they had a service of anointing for 
healing. Like it says in the Bible (Acts 19:12), they anointed 
this cloth for my healing. That was at the time the Lord 
touched me here in California." 
When Lula came into the early service the next Sunday 
morning, the pastor asked her to sit right up front so that she 
could come up and tell the church "the rest of the story" for 
their encouragement. 
She did and they were. 
A. Graybill Brubaker is senior pastor of the Upland (Calif) Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
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